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right  into! 


AA:  Our  Profile  girl  this? 
issue  is  the  exciting  and  love 
ly  Emma  M..  Welcome  to 
LadyLike,  Emma! 

E:  Thanks  so  much  for  ask 
ing  me  to  be  the  Profile  Girl!  I'm 
so  excited. 

AA:  Let's  leap 

life.  What  was  the  biggest  influ- 
ence on  you  in  your  youth?  jJP1 

E:.  My  mother.  She  wlsm  pret- 
ty woman  and  she  would  get  a 
lot  of  public  attention.  Total 
strangers  would  flirt  with  her. 
remember  seeing  that  as  a cer- 
tain powerful  command.  A mix 
of  beauty,  sensuality  and  keen 
fashion  sense  seemed  to  be  a 
potent  combination  in  many 
ways;  success  in  career,  or  dic- 
tation of  one's  Tefafionsnip 
with  Others.  I admired  that 
command  or  at  least  the  feel- 
ings of  control  it  must  have 
created. 

AA:  A fashionable  and  sexy 
mom  can  be  a big  influence  in 
a budding  TG's  life.  What  was 
your  first  experience  with 
femme  attire? 

E:  At  a family  holiday  event 
when  I was  somewhere 
around  seven  or  eight  years 
old  my  mother  put  both  my 
younger  brother  and  I in  my 
cousin's  tights  while  we  were 
all  at  my  grandmother's 
house.  We  played  super  hero 
and  circus  performer  all  after- 
noon. I have  no  memory 
of  why  it  happened. 

Perhaps  we 
requested 
t h e 
oppor- 
t u n i ty, 
we  may 
have'  just 
seen  an  action 
figure  show  on  tele- 
vision. 

AA:  How  did  the  tights  feel,  what  kind  of  reaction  did  you 
have? 

E:  Well,  I was  way  too  young  for  any  sexual  sensations, 
but  the  amazing  feeling  of  this  tight  fabric  from  toe  to  waist 


was  overpowering  and  empowering.  How  could  I go  back  to 
normal  after  feeling  that  powerful  state  of  mind  and  body? 
The  exuberance  of  that  event  never  left  me. 

AA:  Ah,  the  lure  of  tights.  That  can  be  a powerful 
motivator.  Did  it  lead  to  other  items  of  feminine 
clothing  on  your  body? 

. E:  My  mother  was  a young  fashionable 

woman  in  the  50s  and  60s  and  she  always 
wore  the  most  current,  attractive  gar- 
ments— outer  and  under.  I remember 
seeing  her  in  girdles,  stockings,  pretty 
bra's,  then  she'd  slip  into  a beautiful 
dress  and  the  most  amazing  high 
^ heeled  shoes.  1 remember  the 
sounds,  the  aroma  of  the  fabrics 
that  would  waft  across  the 
room  and  the  sensational 
looks  of  each  layer  of  the 
dressing  process.  The  way 
the  light  hit  certain  fabrics 
-'■"i  wasti 1 1 lingers  in  my  memory. 
AA:  Your  mom  was 
hot.  My  mother,  while  she 
had  nice  clothes  from  the 
40s  and  50s  practically 
got  dressed  in  the  closet. 

I never  saw  her  in  her 
undies  once.  No  doubt 
that  was  for  the  best. 
Watching  your  mother 
dress  obviously  left 
you  with  powerful 
impressions  and 
attractions  to 

women's  clothes. 

E:  The  shoes  and 
some  of  the  fashions  of 
that  era  still  remain  at 
he  top  of  my  list. 

AA:  Any  other  strong 
emale  role  models? 

E:  My  father's  mother. 
She  always  had  fun  say-, 
ngs.  She  called  her  bust 
line  her  "shelf".  She  was  a 
very  busty  woman,  even 
more  so  than  my  mother. 
She  hadn't  seen  her  feet 
while  standing  up  since  the 
age  of  16,  or  spilled  food  on 
the  table  because  of  her  "shelf". 
Another  phrase  she  used  was 
"waste  not  want  not".  She  had 
always  worn  full  fashion  stockings 
and  if  one  would  get  a runner,  she 
would  save  it  in  a collection  for  a 
friend  who  used  them  as  filler  in  stuffed 
animals  she  made. 

AA:  I think  we  see  where  this  is  going. 

E:  Well,  between  the  nagging  memory  of  the  super  hero 
holiday  in  tights  and  my  grandmother  pressing  the  "waste  not 
want  not"  theory  into  my  head  I decided  to  tie  them  together 
and  try  on  the  slightly  run  stockings  she  was  saving— just  to 


youi 


test  out  my  garment=power  equation. 

AA:  And... 

E:  IT  WORKED!  The  sensation  of  slipping  the  ultra  light, 
silky,  non  stretch,  full  fashion  stockings  over  my  skin,  gliding 
up  my  legs  was  amazing!  The  touch  of  the  stockings  once  on 
my  legs  was  like  skating  on  ice  smooth  as  glass.  Then,  the 
discovery  of  crossing  my  legs  with  the  sensational  glide  of  the 
stockings  was  heavenly.  I still  love  to  wear  full  fashion  stock- 
ings for  the  slippery  sensation  when  my  legs  are  crossed  or 
rubbing' together. 

AA:  Once  you  get  a boy  into  stockings  there's  no  turning 
back.  But  stockings  back  in  the  day  didn't  just  stay  up  by 
themselves.  They  required  other  garments  from  the  feminine 
side  of  life.  Right? 

E:  You  bet.  I went  through  a myriad  of  experiments  aimed 
at  holding  my  sexy  new  leg  wear  up  while  I stood  and 
walked  around.  I got  to  try  garter  belts,  girdles  and  full  body 
shapers.  At  some  point  I heard  on  the  news  that  gals  were 
using  Elmer's  Glue  to  hold  up  their  stockings  so  I tried  that 
too.  It  actually  worked. 

AA:  But  didn't  Grandma  notice  the  saved  hosiery  had  glue 
on  it? 


E:  It  was  difficult  to  wash  the  glue  out  of  the  nylon  weave 
at  the  stocking  top  but  I persevered.  With  each  step  I became 
more  and  more  overwhelmed  with  the  sensuality  of  the  gar- 
ments. I had  become  addicted. 

AA:  Oh,  let's  not  use  the  word  "addiction".  Too  many  neg- 
ative connotations  for  girls  who  have  six  drawers  full  of 
lingerie  and  a couple  of  closets  of  clothes. 


Let's  just  say  you  acquired  a taste 
for  hose.  When  I was  trying  on 


my  mother's  corsets  and  such  I 
found  it  very  exciting  on  a 
couple  of  levels.  I usually 
had  feel i lags  that  I can  now 
describe  as  sexual  while 
wearing  her  stuff,  even 
before  puberty  hit.  Did 
you  find  that  to  be  so 
in  your  under  garment 
play? 

E:  In  all  the  time 
spent  playing  with 
the  garments  I had 
k *v  I never  experienced  a 
sexual  moment.  I 
think  I was  just  too 
young  at  that  time. 
For  me  it  had  all 
been  about  the  sen- 
suality of  the  fabrics 
and  that  feeling  of 
being  empowered — 
that  super  hero  feel- 
ing. 

AA:  You  had  worn 
tights  and  liked  that 
waistline  to  toe  feeling. 
When  did  you  try 
pantyhose? 

E:  In  the  mid  60s  as 
hemlines  rose  pantyhose 
were  invented.  All  the 
younger  fashionable 


women  began  to  buy 
this  supposed  new 
wonder  stretch  fabric 
garment. 

AA:  And  your  mom 
was  fashionable  if  noth- 
ing .else. 

E:  Yep,  I added  . 
pantyhose  to  my  reper- 
toire of  interests.  Very** 
shortly  after  their  inven- 
tion my  mother  had 
drawers  fuil  of  panty-^j 
hose  in  various  styles, g 
textures  and  colors.  It® 
was  a carnival  of  temp-_ 
tation  and  sensuality.  s* 

AA:  Hose  goes  both 
up  the  leg  and  down 
the  leg.  When  did  youL 
try  on  your  mom's# 
shoes?  j j 

E:  At  around  the 

■ 

same  time  I first  tried  on  ‘ 
her  pantyhose  I discov-’ 
ered  her  shoes  fit.  i * 
loved  the  sensation  o ft 
slipping  a woman's! 
shoe  on.  The  popping’  ; 
sound  and  the  silken®** 
feel  of  the  foot  slipping 
perfectly  into  the  shoe  ' 


was  sensational!  My 
mother  had  a magnifi- 
cent shoe  collection. 

Elegant  heels,  classic' 

day  shoes,  knee  high  and  thigh  hi  boots  were  at  my  grasp. 
AA:  I'm  getting  giddy  just  imagining  them.  Let  me  cairn 


myself  down.  That's  better.  Now,  I was  able  to  fit  in  to  my 
mother's  shoes  at  about  13  to  14,  before  my  feet  got  too 
large.  Other  things  besides  getting  large  occur  to  us  around 
that  age.  we  start  to  notice  things.  How  did  you  feel  about 


E:  The  first  memory  of  a girl  I was  attracted  to  was  in  grade 
school.  She  was  the  daughter  of  a dermatologist  and  she 
wore  fashionable  knee  hi  boots  and  tights  which  added  more 
drive  to  my  leg  enthusiasm.  One  day  I discovered,  by  acci- 
dent, where  my  father  kept  his  collection  of  Playboy  maga- 
zines. To  see  partially  dressed,  voluptuous  women  wearing 
things  like  I had  been  wearing  was  inspirational.  Every  page 
gave  me  a new  idea  how  to  wear  scanty  feminine  attire. 

AA:  Did  you  ever  tell  anyone  about  your  hose  hijinks? 

E:  From  time  to  time  my  mother  discovered  where  I was 
keeping  my  ever-growing  hosiery  collection  and  it  would  dis- 
appear. My  mother  and  father  never  said  a thing  to  me  about 
these  discovery/purges.  At  one  point  I got  my  only  sibling,  a 
brother  two  years  younger,  to  try  my  new  fashion  hobby.  My 
brother  was  less  than  attracted  to  this  interest  of  mine. 

AA:  He  didn't  rat  you  out  to  anyone  did  he?  Finding  your 
stash  could  be  dealt  with  by  denial  but  if  he  went  to  your  par- 
ents about  it  they  might  have  had  to  actually  deal  with  you. 

E:  No,  I kept  getting  away  with  it  and  I really  took  some 
chances,  too.  Through  the  last  few  years  of  Catholic  grade 
school  and  most  of  an  all  boy  Catholic  high  school  I wore 


hosiery  to  school,  play,  in  the  tub,  and  a few  times  I wore 
ultra  sheer  panty  hose  under  my  shorts  while  cutting  the 
lawn. 

dd:  In  the  tub? 

E:  Ah,  the  sensation  of  stretch  hosiery  in  the  shower  or  tub 
is  amazing!  Who  else  among  your  readers  has  enjoyed  the 
look  and  feeling  of  wearing  hosiery  while  in  warm  water? 
The  texture  of  hosiery,  the  skin  sensations  and  visuals  change 
completely  when  wet.  Hosiery  becomes  heavier  and  clings  to 
the  body  more.  It  also  seems  to  double  in  stretch  distance.  I 
remember  taking  pantyhose  that  had  a normal  fit  when  dry 
and  encasing  my  entire  body  up  over  my  shoulders  and  head 
if  I wanted.  All  the  while  swimming  and  wiggling  in  the 
soaked,  super  stretch  nylon  cocoon. 

dd:  You  ARE  a pantyhose  fan. 

E:  I learned  two  things  from  this  wet  stretch  wear  experi- 
ence. First,  I knew  I enjoyed  being  covered  head  to  toe  in  this 
woven  web.  All  I can  imagine  is  that  the  sensuality  of  the  fab- 
ric that  I enjoyed  on  my  legs  needed  to  spread  or  be  felt  over 
my  entire  body.  That's  how  I began  my  search  for  ready- 
made garments  that  covered  the  body  in  an  all-encasing 
skintight  way.  We  call  it  body  wear  today. 

dd:  You  where  ahead  of  your  time. 

E:  The  second  thing  I learned  was  a newly  discovered 
function  of  my  body.  I began  to  notice  physical  arousal  that 


never  seen  before  was  pleasurably  coming  out  of  an  erection 
that  nothing  but  pantyhose  was  touching.  I had  no  inkling 
what  had  just  happened.  I tried  and  tried  to  repeat  the  phe- 
nomenon as  the  weeks  past.  How  could  this  fabric  have 
caused  that  sensation  to  happen  and  how  could  I get  it  to 
happen  over  and  over  again. 

dd:  Oh,  I'm  getting  giddy  again.  Let's  talk  about  your  life 
at  the  time.  What  were  you  like  other  than  your  hose  wear- 
ing? 

E:  My  focus  in  school  through  those  years  was  in  the  arts.  I 
heard  an  electric  guitar  and  bass  while  I was  out  in  the  yard 
one  day  around  age  14.  It  sounded  like  two  people  jamming 
outdoors.  It  actually  sounded  pretty  good  so  I followed  the 
sound  to  see  where  it  was  coming  from  and  who  was  play- 
ing. Two  guys  my  age  on  another  street  in  the  neighborhood 
that  I had  never  met  before  were  indeed  jamming.  They  invit- 
ed me  to  hang  out.  It  was  captivating  watching  people  play 
live  electric  instruments  up  close.  That  was  another  turning 
point  in  my  life.  I started  playing  guitar  after  buying  a black 
Silvertone  hollow  body  electric  guitar  from  a pawnshop 
downtown  in  1 972.  I loved  playing  that  guitar  up  in  my  room 
for  hours!  I finally  got  good  enough  to  jam  with  others.  A high 
school  pal  of  mine  and  I started  jamming  then  put  a band 
together. 

dd:  Were  we  separated  at  birth?  I had  a Silvertone  guitar, 


anticipation  of  or  slipping  into  certain  garments  would  cause.  too.  I hoped  I could  attract  chicks  if  I learned  to  play  lead  gui 
I remember  distinctly,  lying  in  the  warm  tub  one  evening  wig-  tar. 
gling  in  a pair  of  pantyhose.  I was  quite  multi-sensually 

aroused  when  overpoweringly  pulsing  sense- 

tion  happened  between  my  legs.  A u nite  sub- 
stance  ! had  ■■  imi, 


the  band  decided  to  look  for  alternative  garment  outlets. 
There  was  a very  inexpensive  junior  shop  in  a strip  mall  two 
blocks  from  my  house.  We  passed  it  every  time  a Radio 
Shack  trip  was  needed  and  that  was  often.  Well,  that's  where 

fhe  band  started  buying 
^ | 1 stage 

| I was  great 

I look- 


E:  It  works!  Girls  started  hanging  around  while  we  were 
playing  and  I discovered  a brand  new  source  of  allure. 

£4:  Did  you  get  fans  beside  the  girls? 

E:  When  we  finally  got  good  enough  to  play  out  people 
REALLY  enjoyed  what  we  were  doing.  We  began  playing 
blues  based  rock  & roll  as  seniors  in  high  school  in  1974  at 
college  nightclubs  and  they  loved  the  band. 

Playing  in  a band  is  a powerful  thing.  How  did  it 
affect  your  garment=power  equation? 

E:  It  was  like  a changing  of  the  guard.  I needed  my  atten- 
tion. Playing  loud  raucous  music  achieved  that  .for  me.  Dis- 
covering girls  and  music  replaced  the  need  for  the  super  hero 
and  sensuality  that  hosiery  and  femme  garments  fulfilled. 
Femme  wear  disappeared  overnight. 

I bet  it  didn't  stay  away  too  long  though,  did  it? 

E:  I was  in  several  bands,  some  of  them  quite  successful 
from  1 978  on.  While  I played  with  one  group  we  had  trouble 
getting  cool  stage  clothes.  We  lived  in  a town  that  didn't  have 
any  aesthetically  hip  fashion  for  the  up  and  coming,  cutting 
edge  male  rockers  we  hoped  to  be.  After  exhaustive  searches 


ing,  inexpensive  and  read  well  on  stage. 

Did  you  get  a secret  satisfaction 
from  wearing  girls'  clothes  on  stage? 

E:  It  certainly  wasn't  a sensual  experi- 
ence. But,  the  plot  thickens.  As  one  band 
in  particular  began  to  develop  populari- 
ty, we  decided  to  make  our  own 
backdrops.  I had  been  working  in 
the  theaters  around  town  as  a sce- 
nic artist.  I would  watch  the  car- 
penters sew  canvas  strips  to  make 
the  scrim  for  backdrops  that 
painted  for  the  opera,  playhouse, 
and  various  amusement  parks, 
bought  a sewing  machine  so  we 
could  make  our  own  backdrops. 

Then  a couple  of  things  hap- 
pened. In  1985  I met  my  futu 
wife.  As  the  bond  in  my  n 
relationship  grew  my  interest  in 
the  musical  groups  waned, 
stopped  playing  all  the  time 
in  bands  and  was  able  to 
spend  more  time  with  my 
future  wife.  Our  relation- 
ship blossomed  and  after  a 
two-year  run  we  decided 
to  spend  a month  in 
Europe. 

Oh  la  la. 

E:  Funny  you  should 
say  that  since  on  of  our 
destinations  included 
the  beaches  in  southern 
France.  We  wanted  to  look  our  best 
and  committed  to  an  exercise  pro- 
gram so  we  shopped  for  cute  work- 
out wear  for  her.  For  gals,  leotards  and 
tights  were  popular  in  the  mid  eighties.  But  because  of  our 
unhip  location  and  the  selection  dilemma  we  couldn't  find  a 
thing  either  of  us  liked. 


I seem  to  recall  you  mentioning  something  about 
owning  a sewing  machine... 

E:  We  found  lots  of  very  cool  stretch  fabric  at  the  fabric 
shop  and  I made  her  a deal.  If  she  bought  the  fabric  I would 
design  and  produce  her  some  things  to  wear.  I made  some 
very  cute  unitards,  some  folks  call  them  cat  suits.  I recalled 
seeing  early  unitards  at  department  stores  as  a child.  One 
thing  lead  to  another  and  when  we  returned  from  Europe  we 
all  of  the  sudden  had  a new  business.  My  future  wife  was 
already  in  another  business  partnership  and  I was  busy  in  the 
arts.  Nonetheless  we  had  now  had  orders  for  bodywear. 

You  sort  of  fell  into  that  one.  As  an  artist  how  did  you 
cope  with  the  business  side? 


E:  I did  the  garment/catalog  design,  pattern  development, 
and  photography— all  the  right  brain  stuff.  She  did  all  the  left 
brain  stuff  like  billing,  books  and  taxes.  We  both  did  the 
majority  of  the  sewing  for  worldwide  sales.  We  were  always 
sewing,  on  the  road  or  working.  On  occasion  we  would  have 
university  fashion  design  co-ops  come  in  and  help.  On  a 
more  rare  occasion  we  hired  pro  sewers  to  help  make  quotas. 
We  grew  the  business  successfully  and  as  I developed  new 
and  more  complex  designs  I found  plenty  of  people  I could 


use  to  develop  the  small  and  medium  designs  around,  but  I 
had  no  steady  source  for  a large  size  fit  model. 

Ad:  No  large  fit  model,  huh?  Wow,  how  could  you  ever 
solve  that  problem? 

E:  Actually  I hadn't  even  thought  about  encasing  my  body 
until  the  need  for  a large  pattern  model  came  up  and  I was  a 
bit  nervous  about  anyone  finding  out  that  I enjoyed  that  sort 
of  thing.  After  a few  goes,  I was  head  over  heels  again. 

Ad:  You  were  married  now  and  your  wife  was  your  busi- 
ness partner.  No  one  thought  it  was  odd  that  you  were  being 
the  fit  model  for  women's  body  wear? 

E:  For  a few  years  I kept  my  enjoyment  of  it  from  every- 
one, including  my  wife.  Too  much  was  at  stake.  We  had  one 
of  the  best  selling  lines  of  body  wear  on  the  planet.  Around 
that  time  I started  taking  photographs  of  myself  in  the  gar- 
ments. The  more  photos  I took  the  better  they  got.  I started 
developing  a persona  with  an  entire  look  but  it  was  very 
rough  looking  at  the  time. 

AA:  We  all  look  kind  of  rough  when  we  start.  I 
think  it  discourages  some  people  and  they 
keep  it  in  the  closet  rather  than  put  in  the 
work  it  takes  to  look  good. 

E:  Looking  good  as  a girl  does  take  work, 
so  does  running  a business.  My  wife  and  I 
were  sewing  so  much  that  we  lost  vision  of 
the  trends.  My  wife's  business  was  thriving 
and  traveling  had  become  a burden.  We 
gave  up  the  bodywear  business,  but  I did- 
n't give  up  the  direction  my  new  image 
was  going. 

AA:  How  could  you?  I ask  you. 

E:  I sorely  missed  the  fashion  lines 
from  what  I considered  the  height  of 
American  woman's  fashion,  especially 
the  spike  heeled  pumps.  Every  year 
that  passed  the  shoes  got  chunkier. 


late  80s. 

E:  At  times  designers  would  ad  humor  to  the  junior  lines; 
the  Frankenstein  platform  is  a great  example.  But,  I mourned 
for  the  return  of  the  leg. 

Ad:  I maintain  that  it  never  went  away.  You  just  had  to 
hunt  for  it  for  awhile. 

E:  We  got  an  Internet  account  and  with  that  development 
my  life  changed  completely.  On  the  Internet  I found  a sub- 
sect that  had  never  stopped  wearing  high  heels.  Not  only  had 
they  not  stopped,  but  this  group  of  fetishists  had  distorted  the 
classic  pump  design  into  a thing  of  wondrous  beauty  and 
mystique.  After  30  years  of  torture  viewing  clunky  women's 
shoe  fashion,  all  was  redeemed. 

Ad:  Ah  ha!  Fetish  shoes! 

E:  I decided  to  make  my  own.  I bought  decent  looking  5" 
heel  shoes  and  cut  off  the  heel.  Then  I would  drill  out  the 
base  and  insert  an  8"  x 1/4"  hex  head  bolt  for  the  heel, 
side  of  the  shoe  had  to  be  split,  glued  and  re-sewn  to  cre- 
the  proper  arch  and  toe  bend...  Whew!  Lots  of  work  but 
things  were  works  of  art!  Searching  the  Internet,  my 
le  and  everywhere  I could,  I started  to  collect  shoes  that  I 
Id  use  as  pedestals,  to  build  my  femme  image  from  the 
nd  up.  I was  still  in  the  super  hero  mind  set  and  working 
spandex. 

Ad:  That  experience  with  tights  in  your  youth  did  have  a 
major  effect  on  your  development.  How  did  you  come  up 
with  your  femme  name? 

E:  The  first  name  I used  was  Abby.  It  was  the  name  of 
an  art  professor's  daughter  who  I shared  classes  with 
and  had  a crush  on.  I loved  that  name  and  it  was  then 
realized  I was  still  doing  art.  To  become  closer  to  my 
given  name  I stopped  using  Abby  and  chose  the 
name  Emma  based  on  my  boy  initials.  Lhave  devel- 
oped an  Emma  M,  Super  Heroine  comic  strip  that  I 
keep  working  on. 

Ad:  Let's  recap.  Emma  M.  is  being  super  on 
the  Internet  and  starring  in  a comic.  Your  wife  is 


involved  with  her  business  and  you  are  spending  hours  cut- 
ting and  sewing  Spandex,  making  really  high  heels  and  tak- 
ing pictures  of  yourself.  Did  you  ever  take  Emma  out  of  the 
house  back  then? 

E:  Not  at  first.  My  first  photos  were  taken  without  makeup. 
I worked  on  one  problem  at  a time;  poses,  expression,  light- 
ing, composition,  repetition  of  form,  and  the  photographs 
kept  getting  better.  My  thinking  was  'just  give  the  camera 
what  it  wants'.  Finally  I got  around  to  working  with  makeup 
and  I noticed  that  it  was  difficult  to  recognize  my  boy  side 
and  much  less  correction  of  the  photos  was  needed.  That 
gave  me  a tremendous  amount  of  confidence  and  more  time 
to  shoot!  If  the  photo  didn't  look  like  my  boy  self  I was  com- 
fortable doing  what  ever  I wanted. 

AA:  So  with  the  extra  confidence  of  great  shots  and  expe- 
rience with  makeup,  when  did  you  finally  get  out  in  public? 

E:  In  September  of  2001  I went  to  the  Southern  Comfort 
Conference  in  Atlanta.  I had  planned  to  go  conduct  inter- 
views and  film  a TG  pianist  friend  who  was  entertaining  at 
the  event  in  hopes  of  putting  documentaries  together.  This 
was  my  first  ever  outing  in  public  so  I worked  on  daywear, 
evening  / formal  wear,  even  swimwear,  everything  I might 
need  to  live  full  time  for  four  days.  When  I got  to  SCC  it 
seemed  like  I knew  half  the  people  there,  most  of  whom  I 
had  met  in  various  chat  rooms  or  they  were  folks  who  were 
members  of  my  web  sites.  It  was  glorious  and  life  changing, 
as  soon  as  the  nerves  calmed  down. 

Ad:  Nothing  like  jumping  in  big  time  with  both  high 
heeled  feet.  After  an  experience  like  that  how  could  you  stay 
at  home,  and  how  could  you  keep  your  wife  in  the  dark? 

E:  After  Southern  Comfort  my  friend  Vicki  was  playing  a 
Halloween  gig  in  our  area  and  supposedly  many  local  TG 
folks  would  be  there.  Yearning  for  a chance  to  get  out  locally, 
I decided  to  tell  my  wife  I wanted  to  go — and  go  in  costume. 
It  was  All  Hallows  Eve  afternoon  when  I got  the  nerve  to  say  I 
wanted  to  go  and  that  I wanted  to  go  as  my  Internet  charac- 
ter. She  responded,  "I  didn't  know  you  had  an  Internet  char- 
acter?" I showed  her  some  of  my  photos  and  she  actually 
LIKED  them.  We  went  out  for  Halloween  and  had  a blast! 

Ad:  Wow,  you  are  one  lucky  crossdresser.  A lot  of  CDs 
run  into  real  trouble  when  they  come  out  to  their  significant 
other.  How  does  she  handle  it  now? 

E:  Curious  people  have  asked  her  how  she  dealt  with  this 
new  persona.  She  compares  the  similarities  to  the  characters 
played  while  on  stage  performing  music.  She  is  so  cool  with 
it  that  we  have  thrown  what  we  call  our  January  Party  for  the 
past  three  years.  It's  an  extended  weekend  event.  People  have 
been  coming  in  from  Europe,  Canada  and  all  over  the  States 
to  visit  us  and  be  with  each  other.  It's  kind  of  like  a mini  SCC. 
It's  also  an  official  social  for  a wonderful  organization,  The 
Southern  Belles.  This  year  we  introduced  some  of  our  non- 
TG  friends  to  the  mix. 

AA:  How  did  that  go? 

E:  I think  it  went  over  quite  well  for  everyone  involved. 
This  year  we  had  approximately  40  people  for  the  big  Satur- 
day eve  dinner  party  and  twenty  or  so  Thursday-Sunday.  We 
took  people  on  city  architectural  tours,  to  museums, 
restaurants  and  parks  and  shot  TONS  of  photos — as  u 
would  like  to  see  more  of  these  types  of  events. 

AA:  Sounds  great.  You  certainly  seem  to  throw 
into  any  thing  you  get  involved  in,  from  music  to  art  t 
dressing.  How  did  having  your  wife's  support  and  t 
dom  to  be  yourself  around  the  house  affect  you? 

E:  Suddenly  I felt  I was  actually  taking  beautiful,  'an i she 


photos.  I began  to  explore  rubber  clothing.  It  was  captivating  to 
see  in  photographs.  Not  only  how  the  high  gloss  fabric  would 
cling  to  every  nuance  on  a woman's  figure,  but  also  for  the  sce- 
narios it  often  would  represent.  These  scenarios  reminded  me 
very  much  of  film  noir  or  dark,  evil  comic  book  scenes  and  are 
always  filmed  in  the  most  outlandish  high  heels.  Latex  garments 
are  a very  expensive  product  and  way  out  of  my  price  range  so  I 
decided  to  find  sources  for  the  fabric  and  use  my  body  wear  pat- 
terns as  a base  for  latex  garment  construction.  This  has  been  one 
of  the  most  difficult  projects  I have  ever  taken  on.  Now  I under- 
stand the  reasons  for  the  pricing  structure.  My  product  is  still  not 
ready  for  public  consumption,  but  it's  close. 

AA:  Send  us  a sample  and  we'll  do  an  article  on  it.  Who 
knows  the  LadyLike  staff  might  "acquire  a taste"  for  the  stuff. 

E:  Imagine  lubing  your  entire  body,  the  inside  and  outside  of 
a rubber  cat  suit  and  slipping  into  that  garment.  Every  move  you 
make  the  suit  makes  a counter  move.  It  wiggles  over  your  entire 
body  like  a second  skin,  massaging  within.  The  aroma  is  sweet 
white  chocolate  and  vanilla,  the  outer  feels  like  slick,  wet,  soft, 
glass  and  sounds  of  snapping  and  crinkling  add  an  aural  bou- 
quet. It  is  like  wearing  an  orgasm. 

AA:  Uh,  oh,  giddy  again.  Must  focus.  That's  better.  What  are 
your  plans  for  the  future? 

E:  I am  still  doing  art...  My  perspective  is  that  I am  creating 
four-dimensional  sculpture.  I do  this  by  constructing  Emma's 
image,  making  her  wardrobe,  and  changing  a boy  into  the  pretti- 
est girl  I can  make.  By  sculpting  her  figure,  literally  transforming 
body  shapes  and  attitude,  movement  and  persona,  a new  being 
is  formed.  Then  1 photo  document  her,  manipulating  those 
images  at  times.  Getting  those  images  out  in  the  world  to  show 
the  public  who  and  what  we  are  all  about  is  the  icing  on  the 
cake.  My  focus  currently  is  to  get  as  much  artwork  done  while  I 
can  and  get  it  out  to  the  world.  I would  like  to  have  some  gallery 
showings  with  life-sized  images,  develop  the  Emma  M. — Trans- 
gendered  Super  Heroine  comic  book  character,  offer  self- 
improvement/portraiture services  and  perhaps  publish  a series  of 
photo  books.  ':v 

AA:  Well  we  are  out  of  time  for  this  inter- 
view so  we'll  let  you  go  and  get  busy  on 
those  projects.  Thanks  so  much  for  talk- 
ing with  us  today. 

E:  Thank  you  for  letting  me  briefly 
share  40  years  of  my  life  with  you 
and  the  LadyLike  readers. 


d^yl"  h.  TPic, 

ture  this.  T-girl 
"A"  spends  hours  on  her 
makeup.  Her  skin  is  flawless. 
The  eyes  are  dramatic,  and 
enticing.  Sensuous  lips  are 
the  focus  of  her  look.  She's 
dressed  to  the  nines.  This  girl 
knows  where  to  shop  for 
clothes,  and  how  to  wear 
what  she's  bought.  She's 
selected  a very  stylish  outfit 
for  today's  outing,  a 
below  the  knee  brown 
suede  skirt,  dark  brown 
mid  calf  boots  with  2 
inch  heels.  She  slips  on  a 
brown  silk  shell,  and  a brown 
multi-colored  knit  cardigan.  Her  jew- 
elry, in  gold  tones,  is  tasteful,  and  styl- 
ish. 

She's  almost  ready  to  go  out.  It's 
time  for  the  finishing  touch,  her 
crowning  glory.  The  brand  new 
auburn  wig  that  she  purchased  from 
an  online  vendor.  It  just  arrived  via 
UPS  this  morning,  and  she  can,t  wait 
to  wear  it  out.  She  opens  the  box  it 
came  in.  The  wig  is  wrapped  in  a hair- 
net, and  has  a tissue  paper  ball  inside 
the  cap.  She  removes  the  wig  from  the 
netting,  and  takes  out  the  tissue  paper. 
With  a pair  of  scissors,  she  cuts  off  the 
tag  attached  to  the  lining.  It,s  all  ready 
to  go.  The  wig  website  says  you  can 
wear  these  wigs  right  out  of  the  box, 
just  shake  and  go.  So,  she  shakes  it 
once,  and  plops  it  on  her  head.  With  a 
quick  glance  in  the  mirror  she  grabs 
her  brown  Coach  handbag,  and  heads 
out  the  door.  Her  confidence  level  is 
high.  As  she  walks  out  the  door  of  her 


apartment,  and  towards  her  car,  she's 
clocked  before  she's  taken  her  tenth 
step. 

What  happened  here?  That  wear 
and  go  wig  gave  her  away  in  a New 
York  minute.  There  is  no  such  thing  as 
a wig  you  can  just  shake  a couple  of 
times  and  wear.  Wigs  today  are  avail- 
able in  beautiful  styles,  and  colors. 

The  fibers  are  constantly  being 
improved,  to  the  point  that  many 
are  nearly  indistinguishable  from 
the  real  thing.  With  all  of  this  wonder- 
ful material  to  work  with,  a girl  still 
needs  to  take  some  responsibility  for 
making  sure  that  her  style  is  appropri- 
ate for  her,  and  that  it  is  properly 
maintained.  With  a little  care  and 
planning  everyone  can  have  gorgeous, 
believable  hair,  here's  how. 

Let's  first  discuss  selecting  the  prop- 
er wig.  Your  wig  should  be  part  of 
your  total  'look'  rather  than  dominate 
it.  Avoid  extreme  styles  and  ensure  the 
color  is  within  two  shades  of  your  nat- 
ural hair.  Human  hair  is  the  most 
expensive  and  can  be  styled  just  like 
your  own  hair.  That  said,  they  are  very 
difficult  to  maintain,  having  to  be 
restyled  after  almost  every  wearing. 
Combine  the  maintenance  issue  and 
the  cost  of  human  hair,  and  today's 
synthetics  are  a much  better  choice  for 
today's  woman.  Within  the  synthetic 
wig  universe  there  are  different  types.  I 
list  them  here  in  general  order  of  cost. 
Please,  be  aware  though  that  a wig 
does  not  have  to  be  incredibly  expen- 
sive to  look  good  on  you. 

Synthetic  Wig  Types: 

Wefting:  (Machine  Made):  The  base 
where  the  hair  is  attached  by  machine 
in  order  to  create  a full  wig  or  hair- 
piece. This  type  of  construction  is  less 
costly  and  creates  volume  without 
teasing. 

Mono/Machine  Made  or 
Mono/Hand  Tied  Wigs:  Combines  two 
types  of  techniques  to  create  one  sys- 
tem. 

Mono  Top  Wigs:  Sheer  fabric  usual- 
ly found  on  the  top  and  in  areas  to  be 
parted.  Allows  the  natural  skin  tone  to 
show  and  has  the  same  effect  as  natu- 
ral growing  hair  Hand  Tied  Wigs:  The 
finest  technique  used.  Each  individual 


hair  is  hand  tied  onto  a cap.  It  allows 
for  more  flexibility  in  the  styling  of  the 
cap. 

Selecting  Your  Wig: 

When  selecting  your  wig  one  of 
the  most  important  factors  is  your  face 
shape.  Here  are  some  suggestions  for 
you.  These  are  just  good  guideline, 
and  not  unbreakable  rules.  There  are 
plenty  of  exceptions  to  these  sugges- 
tions, but  if  you  haven't  found  your 
perfect  alter  ego  style  try  applying 
these  guidelines  and  see  if  they  help. 
Stand  in  front  of  a mirror,  look  straight 
ahead  paying  careful  attention  to  the 
chin  and  cheekbones,  ask  yourself, 
which  of  these  face  shapes  most  close- 
ly approximates  my  own? 

Round : 

If  your  face  is  round  your  goal  is  to 
slim  the  face  and  create  an  oval 
shape.  Try  adding  softness  and  round- 
ness at  the  temples  with  wigs  that  are 
not  blunt  cut  or  angular.  Choose  a side 
rather  than  a center  parting  which  has 
a broadening  tendency. 

Oval : 

Congratulations,  you've  got  the 
perfect  well-balanced  face  shape.  This 
shape  works  well  with  all  wig  styles. 
You  can  do  curly,  smooth,  mid  or  side 
part,  long  or  short.  You're  a lucky  girl! 

Triangle: 

With  this  shape  try  to  balance  your 
jaw  line  with  the  forehead.  The  trian- 
gle is  opposite  to  the  rectangle  in  face 
shapes.  It  benefits  most  from  those 
short  lifting  styles  that  add  volume  at 
the  top  to  balance  the  triangular  jaw 
and  properly  frame  the  face.  Avoid 
center  parts.  Very  long  hair  is  usually 
not  a good  idea  with  this  face  shape. 

Diamond: 

Work  to  add  fullness  at  the  temples 
and  chin.  Look  for  a style  that  hugs 
your  cheekbones.  Avoid  center  parts. 
By  parting  to  the  side  you  are  reinforc- 
ing the  illusion  of  the  preferred  oval 
shape. 

Rectangle: 

For  this  shape  work  to  soften 
angles  at  the  cheekbones  with  full- 
ness. Try  to  use  rounded  edges  at  the 
temple  and  jaw  line.  Your  aim  is  to  cut 
the  length  of  your  face  and  add  width 
at  the  sides.  A short  shag  is  good  for 


this  face  shape 

Square: 

Work  to  minimize  angles  and 
broadness  at  your  jaw  line,  and  tem- 
ples. Add  softness  and  roundness  at 
the  temples  with  wigs  that  are  not 
blunt  cut  or  angular.  Fluffy,  rounded 
styles  distract  the  eye  from  the  angular 
square  shape  of  your  face. 

Styling  Your  Wig: 

Styling  wigs  is  a bit  intimidating 
for  all  of  us  at  first.  Don't  be  afraid  to 
work  with  your  wig,  start  slow  and 
develop  your  skills  over  time.  You 
should  always  use  tools  designed  to 
work  with  wigs,  a wig  brush  with 
metal  tines  is  going  to  work  better  with 
and  be  less  damaging  to  your  wig.  You 
can  get  a wig  brush  from  your  wig 
supplier.  In  addition  to  the  brush,  get  a 
teasing  comb  and  a hair  pick.  If  you 
don't  know  what  those  last  two  are,  go 
to  a beauty  supply  store  and  ask  for 
some  help.  They'll  be  happy  to  assist 
you.  You  can  use  any  styling  products, 
spray  mousse  etc.  on  your  wig,  but 
those  designed  especially  for  wigs  are 
much  more  desirable.  They  are  made 
to  use  on  the  synthetic  fibers  and 
won't  build  up  on  or  damage  them. 
Your  wig  supplier  should  have  a com- 
plete line  of  products  available  for 
you.  You  will  also  need  a mannequin 
head  (Styrofoam  works  fine),  and 
some  t-pins  to  attach  the  wig  to  the 
mannequin  head  (again,  if  you  don't 
know  what  they  are,  go  to  the  beauty 
supply  store  and  ask).  Another  handy 


tool  is  a clamp  on  stand  to  hold  the 
Styrofoam  head  while  you  are  work- 
ing on  the  wig.  These  are  available  at 
the  beauty  supply  store  for  about 
$8.00. 

When  you  get  the  wig,  shake  it  out 
a few  times  first.  Then  place  it  on  the 
mannequin  or  your  own  head.  You 
might  find  it  convenient  to  style  the 
front  portion  of  the  wig  while  it's  on 
your  own  head  so  that  you  can  see 
how  it  looks  with  your  face.  The  back 
portion  is  often  easier  to  style  while  it's 
on  the  mannequin  so  that  you  can  see 
what  you  are  doing  with  it. 

Use  the  brush  to  smooth  and 
untangle  longer  straight  styles.  When 
detangling  hair,  always  start  at  the  end 
of  the  strand  and  work  in  little  steps 
back  toward  the  scalp.  If  you  try  to 
remove  a tangle  by  starting  at  the 
scalp,  you'll  only  end  up  tying  a nice 
knot  in  the  strands.  Try  not  to  use  a 
brush  on  curlier  styles.  For  those  styles 
use  your  pick.  Take  the  pick  and  using 
short,  light  strokes,  work  through  the 
curls  to  get  them  in  to  great  shape. 
With  all  wig  styling,  use  a light  touch. 
If  you  find  yourself  fighting  with  the 
wig,  you're  doing  something  wrong. 
The  teasing  comb  is  used  to  add  vol- 
ume by  back-combing  the  roots  of  the 
hair.  When  back-combing,  work  with 
small  sections  at  a time.  Don't  try  to 
add  volume  to  the  whole  thing  at 
once. 

Most  importantly  work  on  the  part 
if  there  is  one  and  the  hairline.  The 


pick  can  be  used  to  work  at  the  part. 
Use  it  to  pull  the  strands  up  and  away 
from  the  scalp  a little  bit,  and  to  add 
randomness  to  their  look.  In  other 
words,  muss  it  just  a little  bit  to  make 
it  look  more  natural.  For  the  hair  line, 
use  the  teasing  comb  to  do  a little 
back  combing  at  the  base  of  the  roots. 
Pick  at  them  with  short  light  strokes 
and  they  will  gradually  start  to  take  on 
the  look  of  natural  hair  growth. 

All  of  these  techniques  take  some 
practice.  Be  patient,  and  have  fun  with 
what  you  are  doing.  Let  your  imagina- 
tion guide  your  hands.  If  you  work 
with  light  strokes,  most  anything  you 
do  to  the  wig  can  be  undone  easily. 
Don't  be  afraid  to  experiment. 

You  can  of  course  take  your  wig  to 
a salon  or  wig  boutique  to  have  them 
style  it  for  you.  This  is  often  a great 
way  to  learn  some  of  the  techniques 
I've  mentioned  above.  When  the  styl- 
ist is  working  on  your  wig  don't  be 
afraid  to  ask  questions  on  how  you 
can  maintain  the  work  of  art  they  are 
creating  for  you. 

Wigs  are  potentially  one  of  the 
most  exciting  and  fulfilling  aspects  of 
our  transformation.  The  ability  and 
creativity  to  change  your  hair  from 
clay  to  day  is  very  liberating  and  a 
heck  of  a lot  of  fun.  Keep  the  guide- 
lines I've  given  you  hear  in  mind,  and 
then  let  your  imagination  and  creativi- 
ty take  over.  There  is  no  limit  to  the 
number  of  looks  you  can  achieve,  and 
the  amount  of  fun  you  can  have! 


"put  Qolohi  fTl^kup 
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Become  the  woman  of  your  dreams! 
Makeup  Application 
Glamour  Photo  Shoots 
Henry  Margu  Wigs 

2523  Willow  Park  Rd 
Bethlehem  Township  PA 
610-867-8059 
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Call  or  email  for  your  appointment  • Visit  us  on  the  web  @ www.truecolorsmakeup.com 


to  describe  the  act  of  someone 
dressing  as  a video  game  or 
Japanese  Animation/Anime  (pro- 
nounced an  im  ay)  character  for 
a convention.  They  married  the 
two  English  words  "Costume" 
and  "Play"  to  get  "Cosplay".  This 
term  was  coined  by  Mr.  Nov. 
Takahashi  in  a series  of  articles 
he  wrote  in  1 982  for  "My  Anime" 
magazine.  Crossplay  is  not  too 
far  in  meaning  from  its  parent 
word  Cosplay — it  is  the  act  of 
dressing  as  a character  who's 
gender  is  opposite  of  your  own. 
So  Crossplay  is  crossdressing 
while  in  costume,  thus  marrying 
the  two  words  crossdress  and 
Cosplay.  These  terms  only  apply 
to  characters  that  originate  from 
Japan,  so  your  basic  costume  par- 
ties here  in  the  United  States 
don't  fall  under  Crossplay,  it's  just 
costuming  regardless  of  gender 
^issues. 

Crossplayers  face  some  of 
V\  the  same  obstacles  when 
X dealing  with  members  of  the 
|f  general  public  that  cross- 
dressers  do,  though  they  can 
vAA  be  magnified  due  to  the  fact 
Mhat  costumes  can  be  very 
elaborate  and  are  rarely  plain 
clothes.  Fitting  in  and  being 
unnoticed  is  usually  not  an 
option  for  Crossplayers.  They  will 
draw  attention  anywhere  they  go. 
There  will  always  be  the  occa- 
sional rude  person,  but  overall 
the  anime  community  is  very 
understanding  and  open  minded. 

Problems  arise  most  often 
when  dealing  with  those  not 
from  the  convention.  For  exam- 
ple, leaving  the  hotel  or  conven- 
tion center  for  food  can  be  a 
scary  adventure.  As  a general 
practice  do  not  leave  the  conven- 
tion very  often  for  anything, 
unless  accompanied  by  a good 
number  of  friends.  While  the 
odds  are  low  of  anything  bad 
happening,  the  idea  of  being 
silently  judged  by  those  around 
you  based  on  unfair  standards  of 
society  can  be  overwhelming. 


word  crossplay  might  be  con- 
fusing to  figure  out.  The  average  person 
could  think  it  concerns 
either  crosswords  or  reli-wiL2fcK 
gious  symbols,  but  they 
would  be  far  from  correct. lgMgf' 

How  the  word  came  to  be^K^  JBmf 
is  quite  an®  ~ 

involved  story® 

and  will  take®^  s,r 

some  explain-^L  \ ) jl* 

ing.  The  Japan- \ 

ese  needed  m ^ 


The  author  as  Sanada 


Solid  Snake 
from  Metal 
Gear 
Solid  - 
Twin 
Snakes 


And  their's  the 
concern  that 
someone  may 
want  to  profess 
their  masculini- 
taking  it 
out  on 
you 
physi- 
cally. 


There 
are  two 
basic  fac- 
tions within 
crossplay, 
serious 
and  comical.  The 
serious  are  those 
who  wish  to  pass 
as  the  opposite 
gender  while  in 
costume  for  a 
full  effect. 
The  comical 
individuals 
do  the  oppo- 
site, and  try 
to  be  as  mas- 
culine as 
possible 
while  wear- 
ing feminine  clothes  to  incite  laugh- 
ter in  others.  People  can  easily 
mistake  one  for  the  other  under  the 
assumption  that  all  those  who  would 
crossplay  are  intending  to  be  humor- 
ous. This  is  often  blamed  on  the 
comical  crossplayers,  saying  that  if 
they  would  cease  making  light  of  a 
serious  endeavor  people  would  no 
longer  be  confused.  In  reality  it  is 
society's  fault  for  not  educating  its 
members  that  not  everyone's  inten- 
tion is  to  amuse.  This  is  also  due  in 
part  to  movies  and  media  character- 
izing a "man  in  a dress"  as  some- 
thing we  are  supposed  to  laugh  at, 
though  thankfully  the  times  are 
slowly  changing. 

Female  to  male  crossplayers  have 
an  easier  time  in  general  because  a 
girl  in  male  clothing  is  not  that  new. 
Much  of  masculine  clothing  is  mir- 
rored in  the  ladies'  section  of  any 


store,  such  as  t-shirts  and  jeans — 
some  girls  may  even  shop  in  the 
guy's  section.  So  it  is  not  a far  stretch 
of  the  imagination  to  picture  a 
female  in  such  attire,  and  the  change 
isn't  usually  as  drastic  as  a man 
wearing  a dress.  A male  must  go 
through  a long  involved 
process  of  hiding  beard  shad- 
ow, making  the  face  more  fem- 
inine, taping  in  cleavage,  and 
wearing  various  body  shaping 
devices  to  pull  off  the  desired 
look.  Most  male  clothing  hangs 
straight  down,  allowing  for  less 
need  to  straighten  the  curves  of  the 
female  body.  Though  binding  the 
chest  flat  necessary  to  achieve  a flat 
male  torso,  most  females  choose  to 
skip  this  step  and  simply  wear  the 
clothing  of  their  favorite  male  char- 
acter to  show  their  love  and  respect. 
This  is  the  casual  side  of  female  to 
male  crossplay  which  does  not 
appear  in  male  to  female  crossplay. 
Casual  and  comical  can  be  com- 
pared to  each  other  because  they 
are  similar  in  the  respect  that 
each  is  represented  by  someone 
simply  wearing  the  clothing  of 
the  other  gender  without  the 
attempt  to  pass.  But  due  to  our 
conditioned  society  only  males  are 
thought  of  as  humorous  when  wear- 
ing the  clothing  not  intended  for 
them. 

The  cross 
play  commun 
ty  is 

growing 
due  to  a 
younger, 
more 
under- 
standing 
society.  It  is 
widely 
accepted 
around  the 
United 
States  and  is 
also  being 
seen  in 
other  coun- 
tries, as  well 
as  its  native 


Japan.  People  from  all 
ages  and  walks  of  life 
participate  with  vary- 
ing degrees  of 

Sora  from 


Heero 


Vui 


from 


cundam 


\V'n8 


cos- 
tuming 

proficiency  and  each  person  has 
his/her  own  reasons.  Some  may  be 
interested  in  crossdressing,  already 
crossdressing,  perhaps  just  enjoy  the 
challenge  or  artistic  nature  of  the 
costumes  regardless  of  gender,  or 
many  other  possibilities. 

But  what  ever  the  reason,  cross- 
playing is  an  interesting  and  fun 
activity  that  allows  a person  to  be 
free  of  the  constraints  of  every  day 
life  and  be  someone  else,  someone 
famous,  even  if  for  just  three  days. 

For  further  information,  please 
visit  http://www.crossplay.net 


Thank  you  to  Candice  B.  for  Snake , 
Heero  and  Sora. 

All  photos  taken  by  Doug  Durham 
(http://www.  durhamphotography.  com/) 
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1833  West 
Irving  Park  Rd 
Chicago,  IL 
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773-528-6980 


Visit  us  on  the  net  at 
http://www.geocities.com/rachelswigs.net 
or  contact  us  by  email  at:  msrachel@megsinet.net 
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Education,  Not  Discrimination. 

There  are  people  out  there  in  our 
world  who  are  out  to  get  us.  I'm  not 
talking  about  radical  Muslims  with  sui- 
cide bombs.  I'm  talking  about  radical 
Christians  armed  with  ignorance  and 
intolerance.  The  victory  of  George  W. 
Bush,  a president  who  has  single-hand- 
edly taken  our  country  from  prosperity 
and  international  respect  to  the  largest  (and  still  growing) 
deficit  in  history,  and  has  at  the  same  time,  lowered  our 
standing  in  the  international  community,  won  the  elec- 
tion because  of  those  people.  He  won  the  2004  election 
not  because  he  was  fit  to  lead  our  nation  but  because  he 
seemed  warm  and  fuzzy,  God  fearing  and  easy  to  under- 
stand, to  a group  of  our  nation's  citizens  who  are  afraid. 
They  are  afraid  of  terrorists,  they  are  afraid  of  gays,  they 
are  afraid  of  foreigners,  and  they're  afraid  of  men  in  dress- 
es. When  you  live  in  fear  it's  easy  to  seize  on  one  thing 
that  can  save  you.  They've  already  chosen  Jesus  to  save 
their  souls.  Now  Dubbya  will  save  their  butts. 

Those  of  us  in  the  GLBT  community  also  live  in  fear. 
Our  fear  is  that  the  United  States  is  heading  toward  an 
intolerant  theocracy.  That  it  is  becoming  a nation  where  a 
man  who  wears  women's  clothes  or  a woman  who  loves 
another  woman  may  face  criminal  prosecution  for  just 
being  who  they  are.  As  recently  as  the  1960s  there  were 
laws  on  the  books  against  men  dressing  as  women.  There 
are  still  laws  in  some  parts  of  our  country  against  same 
sex  sexual  activity.  Without  the  principle  of  tolerance 
those  laws  could  easily  return  or  be  strengthened.  Yes,  we 
also  live  in  fear. 

While  fear  is  a great  motivator,  shutting  down  our 
higher  brain  functions  as  we  prepare  for  fight  or  flight,  it 
is  not  conducive  to  solving  the  real  problem.  Fear  comes 
from  ignorance.  Fear  has  led  the  radical  right  to  attack 
what  they  don't  understand.  If  you  are  a man  who  has 
never  had  a sexual  thought  or  impulse  about  another 
man  it's  very  difficult  to  understand  that  some  men  do 
have  those  thoughts  and  impulses.  If  you  are  a man  who 
has  never  had  any  feeling  associated  with  wearing 
women's  clothing  except  embarrassment  then  you  can't 
understand  why  any  man  would  want  to  do  that.  Let's  not 
fall  into  the  trap  of  failing  to  understand  those  who  don't 
understand  us.  Sure,  it  feels  good  to  yell  at  those  who  dis- 
criminate against  you  and  it's  really  satisfying  to  smack 
someone  who  has  attacked  you  because  they  are  stupid. 
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But  it  only  serves  to  escalate  the  conflict  and  make  the 
gap  between  us  wider. 

GLBT  people  exist  in  all  levels  of  our  society.  From  the 
farm  to  the  board  room  you  will  find  GLBT  people  trying 
to  live  their  lives  just  like  everyone  else.  Most  of  those 
"red  states"  on  the  political  map  are  full  of  GLBT  people. 
Most  of  them  are  trying  to  blend  in  and  not  make  waves. 
While  that  seems  like  a great  idea,  just  blending  in  and 
living  in  a shadow  world  of  deception  and  paranoia,  it 
doesn't  solve  the  problem-it;  only  makes  GLBT  people 
look  worse. 

Last  year  the  governor  of  New  Jersey,  James 
McGreevey,  came  out  as  a proud,  gay  American.  In  his 
final  speech  to  the  people  he  said  that  he  was  sorry,  not 
for  being  gay,  but  for  not  being  honest  about  who  he  was. 
Our  society  has  forced  far  too  many  people  to  lie  about 
who  they  are.  That  needs  to  change.  In  these  dark  times 
when  conservative  Christians  seem  to  be  calling  the  shots 
Governor  McGreevey  had  the  courage  to  admit  very 
publicly  that  he  was  not  a straight  man.  Undoubtedly 
there  are  many  people  in  public  life  in  this  country  who 
are  also  not  straight.  The  red  states  must  have  their  share 
of  crossdressing  public  officials,  gay  representatives,  les- 
bian appointees  and  others  who  are  not  what  their  con- 
stituencies believe  them  to  be.  They  are  compromising 
who  they  are  to  adhere  to  values  that  they  don't  believe 
in  themselves.  That  is  just  sad. 

In  the  next  four  years  let's  do  our  part  to  teach  the 
whole  country  that  we,  GLBT  people,  are  just  like  every- 
one else.  We  have  dreams,  we  have  talents,  we  are  not 
sinners  for  what  we  are  and  we  exist  all  across  the  world. 
Let's  each  try  to  do  something  to  educate  someone.  If  you 
are  in  the  closet  in  a red  state  write  an  anonymous  letter 
to  your  representative.  If  you  are  uncomfortable  with  a 
letter  send  them  an  email  from  a Hotmail  address.  Let  the 
people  in  charge  know  that  you  are  there.  Let  them  know 
that  you  vote.  If  you  are  more  comfortable  being  out 
speak  on  TG  issues  at  colleges  in  your  area.  Contact  psy- 
chology departments  and  offer  your  services.  While 
speaking  to  a class  en  femme  is  very  effective  it's  also 
effective  if  you  come  in  your  male  attire  and  show  them 
pictures.  As  long  as  when  you  leave  the  class  knows  that 
crossdressers  aren't  something  that's  only  found  in  New 
York  City  or  San  Francisco,  that  CDs  are  among  them 
everyday,  you  will  have  helped. 

As  long  as  GLBT  people  remain  an  abstract  concept  to 
those  who  are  against  us  we  will  never  make  them  under- 
stand. Educate  someone  to  the  fact  that  you  have  more  in 
common  with  them  than  they  now  believe.  Whether  it's 
writing  to  an  official,  telling  a friend  about  yourself,  talk- 
ing to  someone  you  meet  while  you're  out  dressed,  or 
speaking  to  a college  class  we  all  need  to  let  people 
know  that  we  are  everywhere  and  God  made  us  too. 
That's  the  real  way  to  gain  acceptance.  It  may  take 
courage  but  if  we  all  continue  to  live  in  fear  then  there 
are  indeed  dark  times  ahead. 
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Mykonos,  Greece;  753  BC 
Whitewashed  houses  dotted  the 
landscape  and  hugged  the  moun- 
tainside of  the  tiny  Greek  island.  The 
white  stucco  facades  turned  a gold- 
en hue  as  the  morning  sun  rose  over  the 
Mediterranean.  In  the  shadows  of  a 
secluded  cove,  turquoise  water  gently 
lapped  against  a pristine  shoreline  and 
licked  the  glistening  black  rocks  that 
stood  erect  like  monoliths  emerging  from 
white  powdery  sand.  The  sea  spew  frothy 
foam  straight  into  the  air  as  it  collided 
against  the  convex  and  concave  surfaces. 
Its  wet  aftermath  was  drawn  back  into  the 
water  by  Mother  Nature  as  the  virgin 
beachhead  awaited  its  next  thrust. 

Adriana  had  olive  skin,  curly  dark  hair 
and  eyes  the  color  of  the  sea.  Her  nose  wrinkled  as 
she  smiled  and  dimples  dotted  her  cheeks  at  the 
corners  of  her  mouth.  Full  fleshy  lips  outlined  a 
porcelain  smile.  She  had  not  yet  seen  the  dawn  of 
her  twentieth  birthday  but  her  mind  tingled  in  antic- 
ipation of  the  life  that  would  lie  before  her.  Her 
breasts  were  small  but  full  and  her  budding  areola 
was  voluptuous,  brown  and  upturned  at  the  nipple. 
Adriana  loved  to  take  her  index  finger  and  encircle 
her  nipples,  making  them  grow  taut  and  ache  with 
sexual  tension. 

Because  the  ancient  Greeks  believed  pubic  hair 
transmitted  syphilis,  they  waxed  their  bodies  and 
plucked  their  pubic  hair  until  their  bodies  resem- 
bled polished  marble.  Adriana  kneaded  melted 
bees  wax  then  rubbed  the  hot  sticky  substance 
meticulously  over  her  skin  to  keep  her  body  prepu- 
bescent  and  soft.  Combined  with  that  balm  called 
youth,  she  was  a siren  about  to  call  for  her  brave 
Ulysses  or  her  goddess  of  love,  the  mighty 
Aphrodite. 

Her  body  was  draped  in  a tunic  made  from 
Egyptian  cotton.  It  was  edged  with  geometric  forms 
made  from  silk  imported  into  the  Greek  mainland 
by  Persian  traders  who  traveled  through  Damascus 
and  Babylon  to  the  distant,  exotic  lands  of  the  Far 
East.  Her  body  smelled  of  lavender  which  was  a 
pleasant  contrast  to  the  odor  of  the  sea.  Dried  flow- 
ers were  ground  and  mixed  with  herbs  and  sea 
water  to  create  a potion  that  was  painted  on  her  fin- 
ger and  toenails  by  using  a small  horsehair  brush 


with  a pearl  handle.  Adriana  loved  to  inhale  the  flo- 
ral odor  after  it  was  freshly  applied  to  her  nails.  This 
was  an  ancient  precursor  to  aroma  therapy  and 
combined  with  the  scent  of  her  flesh,  it  made  her 
tingle  down  in  her  Delta  of  Venus. 

A cosmetic  concoction  created  for  Egyptian 
nobility  was  also  imported  to  Greece.  It  was  made 
by  blending  boiled  beach  tar  and  papyrus  reeds 
with  water  from  the  Nile,  until  it  glistened  black 
and  viscous.  This  cosmetic  was  painted  on  Adri- 
ana's eyelashes  as  well  as  the  edge  of  her  eyelids, 
then  along  the  outer  corners  of  her  eyes.  The  effect 
was  to  dramatically  intensify  the  stare  from  her 
blue-green  eyes.  'Turquoise  framed  in  black' 
became  her  visual  signature.  As  Adriana 
approached  an  admirer,  whether  they  were  female 
or  male,  she  would  pause,  coyly  cast  her  eyes 
down  to  their  bosom  for  a brief  moment...  then 
slowly  lift  her  gaze  upwards  until  she  was  staring 
unblinkingly  into  their  eyes.  Her  gaze  wasn't  mere- 
ly paralyzing,  it  was  a gravitational  pull  that 
became  instantly  intoxicating  then  completely 
addictive. 

Adriana  spoke  very  seldom.  She  communicated 
at  a subliminal  level,  telepath ical ly.  Males  and 
females  alike  felt  her  presence  then  responded  with 
warmth  and  affection.  Admirers'  anxiety  melted  like 
mountain  snow  on  a warm  spring  day.  She  was  very 
approachable;  words  seemed  trite,  conversation 
banal.  All  that  met  her  longed  to  merge  their  senses 
with  hers  and  savor  the  aftermath.  Adriana  was 
unique,  aloof,  unobtainable...  a living  goddess. 

In  the  valley  of  the  gods 

The  cove  was  still  dark  and  damp,  filled  with 
Moonlight  air.  Adriana  reclined  on  the  sandy  beach 
and  lifted  the  hem  of  her  tunic  by  gliding  her  finger- 
tips up  the  full  length  of  her  smooth  legs  until  her 
genitals  were  exposed.  Adriana  loved  to  strike  a 
momentary  pose  like  a marble  statue  for  her  admir- 
ers of  either  gender.  Then,  using  both  of  her  hands, 
she  would  knead  her  smooth  sexual  organs  as  if 
they  were  pottery  clay.  Slowly  pulling  on  genital 
flesh,  she  would  insert  a finger  here  while  stoking 
and  probing  there.  The  erotic  effect  of  Adriana's  self 
administered  foreplay  was  heightened  because 
Adriana  was  born  with  a fully  functioning  set  of 
male  as  well  as  female  genitalia! 

Upon  seeing  this  erotica  for  the  first  time,  a 
female  admirer  started  to  wet  herself  from  just  one 
glance  into  Adriana's  eyes.  The  fleshy  pedals  of  her 
flower  glistened  from  the  secretion  of  her  morning 
dew.  She  grew  light  headed;  her  mouth  felt  dry,  she 
touched  her  clitoris  and  while  letting  out  an  invol- 


untary,  incendiary  moan...  smelled  the  vaginal 
scent  on  her  fingertips  then  placed  her  moist  hand 
into  her  mouth  and  swallowed  hard. 

Her  male  counterpart  started  initially  to  urinate 
from  the  sudden  shock  but  after  a brief  golden  spurt 
that  wetted  his  inner  thighs,  he  grew  to  become  a 
hard  Herculean  stallion  aching  from  the  sudden 
charge  of  blood  to  his  loin. 

Tunics  and  toga's  suddenly  dropped  to  the 
ground  to  expose  smooth  sinewy  bodies.  To  avoid 
pregnancy,  ancient  Greeks  used  their  mouth  and 
anus  as  a safe  harbor  for  their  sexual  release. 
Greeks  catered  to  the  vulva  and  clitoris  as  though  it 
was  another  external  appendage,  like  ones  lips  and 
tongue.  They  made  no  distinction  between  which 
passageways  they  probed.  Nothing  was  taboo.  Sex- 
ual fulfillment  was  considered  a gift  from  the  gods. 
Creative  orgasms  were  revered  as  an  art  form,  much 
like  fine  poetry. 

Adriana's  stallion  mounted  her  from  behind  as 
she  pivoted  gracefully  upon  her  knees  and  elbows 
to  raise  her  derriere.  Veins  protruded  from  his  wand 
as  it  entered  her  safe  harbor.  He  let  his  eel  swim  the 
salty  musky-smelling  waters  and  mark  its  territory. 
Adriana  dripped  voraciously  from  her  vagina  as  her 
body  rolled  and  churned  like  the  sea.  Her  own 
wand  grew  to  its  full  length  and  her  glistening  orbs 
tightened. 

Adriana's  nymph  could  no  longer  control  her 
emotions  any  more  than  she  could  control  her 
morning  dew.  She  laid  on  her  back  to  become  Adri- 
ana's bidet;  initially  licking  her  inner  thighs  to 
quench  her  thirst  for  Adriana's  secreted  fluid  then 
finally,  with  a delicate  raise  of  her  head,  she  opened 
her  mouth  to  taste  her  goddesses'  wand.  She 
stroked  Adriana's  orbs  with  her  velvet  hands  then 
let  her  tongue  lap  hungrily  against  her  vaginal 
shoreline. 

Like  the  legendary  Ulysses  and  the  goddess 
Aphrodite;  the  stallion,  the  nymph  and  Adriana 
together  pitched  and  rolled  like  a maritime  squall. 
Adriana  was  enjoying  the  experience  internally  as 
well  as  externally.  Her  temples  throbbed  as  she 
twice  gasped  for  air  after  reaching  two  separate  cli- 
maxes. She  then  lowered  herself  from  her  waist  and 
gazed  with  envy  at  her  nymph's  moist  vulva  and 
clitoris.  Their  eyes  locked  for  a moment  and  Adri- 
ana could  sense  the  heat  of  sexual  chemistry  about 
to  ignite.  She  inhaled  deeply.  Her  nymph's  sex 
smelled  like  the  ocean  air  but  Adriana  was  like  a 
sailor  who  longed  for  the  sea.  Her  stallion  assisted 
Adriana  by  gently  pulling  back  on  her  nymph's  cli- 
toral  hood  so  Adriana  could  tongue-kiss  her  lovers' 


second  tongue.  Adriana  touched  her  own  clitoris 
and  spread  apart  her  vulva  lips  so  her  nymph  could 
return  the  gesture  and  bring  Adriana  to  yet  another 
orgasm. 

In  unison,  heart  shaped  hips  greeted  the  fullness 
of  each  woman's  mouth.  Tongues  flashed  wildly, 
mouths  drank  hastily  until  each  woman  swallowed 
her  lovers'  orgasm. 

Aftermath 

The  sun  rose  to  illuminate  the  hidden  cove  and 
add  warmth  to  the  humidity  already  in  the  Mediter- 
ranean air.  Bodies  collapsed  drenched  in  seminal 
fluids  and  the  omnipresent  scent  of  lavender.  Noth- 
ing was  spoken  in  deference  to  'poetry  in  motion'. 
Sexual  fulfillment  hovered  in  the  air  and  time 
seemed  to  stand  still. 

Aphrodite  would  have  approved. 

Washington  DC,  2005 

The  Premonition 

My  orgasm  was  intense;  temples  pulsating,  nos- 
trils flared.  I felt  drained.  I could  taste  the  salt  of  my 
own  perspiration  as  it  oozed  from  my  pores,  cas- 
cading across  my  lips  to  my  tongue  then  down  my 
throat  to  mix  with  my  lover's  seminal  fluid. 

After  obsessing  on  HGTV's  Design  on  a Dime,  I 
decided  to  remove  the  wall  that  divided  my  bath- 
room from  my  bedroom  (of  course  I started  by 
repainting  the  walls  sensibly  chic,  whimsical,  retro- 
1 960's  colors  to  unify  the  space  and  provide  an  eas- 
ily accessible  flow  path  to  accommodate  ingress 
and  egress)!  There  was  now  a clear  view  of  the 
bidet,  toilet,  shower  as  well  as  the  whirlpool  bath- 
tub. I could  hear  the  sound  of  my  lesbian  lover  as 
she  douched.  If  these  walls  could  talk!  I glanced  at 
our  lava  lamp  as  it  rested  on  a shag  carpet  under- 
neath period  prints  of  artwork  by  Andy  Warhol  and 
Peter  Maxx  as  well  as  black  and  white,  framed, 
glossy  photo's  of  Twiggy...  then  I gazed  at  my  half 
read  copy  of  Homer's  llliad  and  Odyssey.  Water 
gurgled  up  from  the  chromed  spigot  to  lick  her  gen- 
itals. It  tinkled  down  the  inside  of  the  porcelain  wall 
like  a water  fall  cleansing  away  the  residue  and 
odor  of  our  sexual  encounter. 

My  guilty  pleasure  was  watching  her  sit  on  the 
bidet  that  morning,  her  backside  facing  the  bed. 
Her  legs  were  spread  far  apart  to  lap  up  every  drop 
of  water.  Her  silk  gossamer  stockings  glowed  and 
their  lacy  stocking  tops  sparkled  as  the  morning  sun 
streamed  in  through  our  bedroom  window  and  rest- 
ed upon  her  pubescent  private  parts. 

Her  genital  smell  was  still  simmering  on  my  face 
as  it  filled  my  nostrils  with  its  pungent  aroma.  I cov- 
etously inhaled  her  scent  and  was  intoxicated  by 
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the  visceral  pleasures  that  followed  intercourse.  I 
eagerly  wished  tor  her  freshening  to  cease  so  she 
could  return  to  our  boudoir,  become  my  pussycat 
and  lick  me  clean.  I closed  my  eyes  to  mentally 
paint  the  illusion  and  savor  the  moment. 

Out  of  Body  (or  mind) 

Suddenly,  I felt  a floating  sensation  and  I seemed 
to  be  hovering  from  above,  looking  down  upon  my 
body.  I saw  the  tattoo  that  covered  my  pubic  area:  a 
bluish  red  orchid  that  encircled  my  post-orchiecto- 
my,  post-electrolysis  sex  and  made  it  look  suspi- 
ciously like  a pistil  whose  scent  was  about  to  attract 
a bee. 

One  often  reads  stories  about  visions  of  a near- 
death experience:  a long  tunnel,  a bright  light  at  its 
end,  bygone  relatives  and  friends  welcoming  your 
spirit  as  it  passes  through  the  threshold  of  human 
experience  into  the  next  phase  of  the  time/space 
continuum.  My  imagined  crossing-over  felt  some- 
what different.  I seemed  to  be  immersed  in  fluid, 
like  a tethered  embryo  floating  inside  a mothers' 
womb  waiting  to  be  born.  What  passed  before  me 
wasn't  merely  my  life  but  visions  of  creation.  I saw 
the  universe  unfold,  firmaments  being  formed  and  a 
sustainable  habitat  established.  To  my  delight,  the 
next  order  of  magnitude  was  the  creation  of  gender. 

No  baritone  voice  from  above  spoke  to  down  to 
me.  But  thoughts,  or  more  specifically  answers, 
poured  into  my  mind  like  light  filling  a darkened 
void.  For  the  earth  to  exist  and  humankind  to  pro- 
create and  evolve,  there  had  to  be  two  genders.  I 
saw  the  numeric  symbol  of  a perfect  figure-8  (the 
symbol  for  eternity)  suspended  in  front  of  me,  its 
two  O's  touching  each  another,  never  overlapping, 
never  apart  but  co-joined  at  a singular  point  in 
space. 

One  circle  represented  male,  one  circle  repre- 
sented female.  The  tangent  at  which  they  met  was 
the  gender  netherworld  that,  by  the  laws  of  physics 
and  the  desire  of  the  gods,  had  to  exist  in  order  for 
humankind  to  exist.  This  tangential  point  was 
inhabited  by  spirits  destined  to  become  one  gender 
but  were  born  unto  the  other  gender. 

As  biblical  stories  foretold,  humankind  was 
formed  to  be  a mirror  image  of  the  Creator.  Howev- 
er, the  Creator  was  neither  male  nor  female,  but 
both  genders  in  one!  The  most  perfectly  representa- 
tive image  was  that  of  a human  being  born  with 
both  sets  of  genitalia  for  they  would  be  the  most 
blessed  of  those  who  dwelled  in  the  "rarest  of 
places". 

Once  gender  was  created,  various  gods  were 
wrought  to  oversee  the  sensibilities  of  humankind: 


from  love  and  war...  to  strength  and  beauty.  By  the 
dawn  of  the  Middle  Ages,  I saw  man-made  belief 
systems  superimposed  upon  the  celestial  order.  I 
witnessed  the  personal  angst  and  suffering  that  it 
caused.  I also  saw  my  confusing  life  pass  me  by: 

I saw  my  own  birth,  childhood,  adolescence... 
my  struggles  with  gender  identification,  my  obses- 
sion with  femininity,  my  experimentation  with 
crossdressing  and  finally  my  adult  transsexuality. 

I saw  my  adolescent  self  confessing  to  a young 
priest  who  was  a "youth  counselor"  and  asking  him 
to:  "bless  me  father  for  I have  sinned...  I've  longed 
to  become  a girl...  I wear  girl's  clothing  when  I am 
by  myself,  I shave  my  body  hair  and  genitals  for  no 
other  reason  than  it  feels  like  the  right  thing  to  do... 
and  then  I masturbate  feverishly  each  night  by 
wrapping  one  of  my  mothers'  stockings  around  my 
orbs  and  wand  then  I finger  myself  until  I explode 
with  an  intensity  that  is  so  epoch  in  its  proportion, 
that  it  must  be  sinful"? 

I could  see  him  sweat,  churn  restlessly  in  his 
chair,  adjust  his  pant-leg  and  in  an  unsteady  voice, 
say  "oh  yes..."  before  giving  me  my  penance. 

I saw  my  early-teenage  self  peering  thru  a knot- 
hole in  the  woodwork  that  surrounded  the  girl's 
dressing  room  at  the  local  public  swimming  pool 
and  becoming  almost  faint  the  first  time  I stole  a 
glance  at  a real  girls'  sex. 

I saw  myself  later  that  day  primping  in  front  of 
the  locker  room  mirror  while  I tucked  my  genitalia 
between  my  legs  so  it  looked  like  I had  a vagina. 

I felt  the  ridicule  from  the  other  boys  who  were 
hiding  in  the  locker  room  and  staring  at  me  in  mock 
shock...  but  now  I realized  it  was  only  misguided 
lust. 

I saw  myself  sneaking  into  a girls'  bathroom  to 
buy  a kotex  from  the  vending  machine  just  so  I 
could  rub  it  against  my  panties  and  imitate  woman- 
hood. 

I saw  my  teenage  self  unexpectedly  being 
"caught  en  femme"  by  my  parents  later  that  year 
and  punished  until  I acquiesced  and  squeezed 
myself  back  into  my  male  mold. 

I saw  my  adult  self  grow  weak  at  the  knees  while 
walking  past  the  cosmetics  counter  or  through  the 
lingerie  section  of  a department  store.  All  the  other 
gender  episodes  of  my  life  flashed  before  my  eyes. 
Finally,  I felt  a sense  of  warmth  and  inner  peace,  an 
overwhelming  feeling  of  acceptance  and  under- 
standing from  a greater  power  who  was  all  knowing 
and  all  caring.  Clarity  replaced  shame  and  guilt. 
Pride  replaced  paranoia.  I now  knew  the  answer  to 
"Why  me"? 


A comet  flashed  through  the  tangential  point 
between  the  two  O's  and  the  symbol  for  eternity 
vanished! 

I was  about  to  become  reborn.  I saw  turquoise 
water  flowing  into  a shadowy  secluded  cove.  I 
smelled  a faint  scent  of  lavender  mixed  with  sea  air. 
I saw  my  infant  self  traveling  through  a uterine  pas- 
sageway and  into  the  bright  light  of  day.  I felt  urine 
trickling  down  my  legs  as  I stared  at  my  own  baby 
smooth  vagina.  The  OB-GYN  smiled  at  my  birth 
mother  and  congenially  picked  up  a towel  to  clean 
his  forearms.  He  announced,  "You've  given  birth  to 
a beautiful  baby  girl"! 

The  time/space  continuum  had  moved  and  I was 
reborn  into  the  female  portion  of  that  perfect  circle- 
8. 

Aftermath 

I had  closed  my  eyes  for  what  seemed  like  an 
eternity!  Upon  getting  out  of  bed,  I called  out  to  my 
lesbian  lover  who  was  still  in  the  bathroom  freshen- 
ing herself! 


"For  some  odd  reason  I have  a tremendous  urge 
to  pee" ! 

Sitting  down  on  the  toilet  next  to  the  bidet,  I 
tucked  my  genitals  between  my  legs,  stared 
momentarily  at  my  imaginary  vagina  and  listened 
to  the  tinkling  sound  as  it  coated  the  ceramic  walls. 
I thought  to  myself,  did  I just  have  an  out-of-body 
experience  or  was  this  some  divine  premonition 
passed  along  to  me  of  what  was  to  come? 

As  it  turned  out,  it  was  a premonition... 

But  then  you  knew  that! 

Story  by  Jane  Martin 

POB  26691 

Wauwatosa,  Wisconsin  53226 

"I  get  mail"!  So  please  write  and  let  me  know 
how  you  like  my  stories?  If  you  have  any  ideas  for  a 
storyline  or  if  there  are  any  questions  you  would 
like  to  ask  of  me,  please  write  or  email  me  at  JDM- 
time@yahoo.com 
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The  Transgender 

Fund 

A grass-root,  independent,  national  foundation  aimed 
at  helping  the  transgender  community  develop  to  its 
fullest.  Donations  in  any  denomination  are  gratefully 
accepted.  The  Transgender  Fund  is  a 501  [c] [3]  tax 
exempt  corporation  and  donations  are  tax  deductible 
to  the  extent  allowable  by  law.  Consult  your  accountant 
for  details. 

Make  A Difference 
Make  A Donation 
Make  it  Now! 

http;//www.tgfund.org 

The  TG  Fund  • PO  Box  2313  • Vineyard  Haven 
Mass.  02568 

Phone/Fax:  508-696-6767 


‘Hello,  my  name  is  Lynda 
and  my  motto  has  always 
been  Passable  as  possible 


At  CDtips,  it  begins  with  your  dream. 

I am  the  premier  transformation  expert  and  master 
of  the  revolutionary  Airbrush  Make-up.  Located  in 
Philadelphia,  PA,  providing  a stress  free  environment 
in  which  you  realize  your  deepest,  feminine  dreams. 

CDtips  unlocks  those  buried  dreams  within,  and 
then  you  can  enjoy  the  rewards  of  the  complete, 
feminine  experience,  whether  it’s  In-house 
Transformation,  Shopping,  or  “Girls  Night  Out.” 
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LINGERIE  AND  ACCESSORIES  BOUTIQUE 

225  Deer  Park  Ave.  Babylon  Village,  N.Y.  11702 


Jewelry  a 

Make  Up 

Breast  Forms 

Fetish  Wear 

French  Maid 

Little  Girls  Outfits 

Lingerie  to  6 X 

Foundations  & Girdles 

Large  Selection  of  Shoes  and 

Boots  Up  to  Size  17 

Large  Selection  of  Hosiery 

Body  Stockings  to  6X 


Diane  the  owner,  is  a Licensed 
Cosmetologist/Makeup  Artist. 

We  invite  you  to 
book  an  appointment  for  your 
transformation  today. 

Safe  & Secure  Shopping  to 
Provide  You  with  the  Best  Quality 
Merchandise  At  Reasonable  Prices 

631-587-3655 

www . crossdressusa . com 
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Left  to  Right-  Jodie  Lynn(The  Boudoir ),  Meredith  Evonne , Nicola  Smith , 
Nas(The  Boudoir  and  Nas  TopToToe),  and  Stacey  Dee  Collins. 


As  a genetic  female  newly  involved  with  the  TG  scene, 
it  has  been  quite  a ride.  In  two  years  I went  from  not  know- 
ing the  basics,  such  as  what  the  definition  of  transgendered 
actually  meant  to  becoming  a proud  honary  Boudette! 

Myself  born  in  Brooklyn,  NY,  I became  involved  with 
the  London  based  Boudettes  some  time  after  dating  one  for 
at  least  a year.  My  partner  who  is  a M2F  Transvestite  came 
to  visit  me  in  the  spring  with  20  of  his  fellow  Boudettes. 
The  Boudoir  is  the  dressing  service  that  all  of  his  friends 
were  clients  from.  This  was  their  annual  trip  and  decided 
on  the  Big  Apple.  This  was  going  to  be  a new  experience 
for  me  as  not  only  had  I never  seen  my  partner  dressed  in 
person  before  but  I would  be  meeting  other  straight  TVs  as 
well. 

When  I met  everyone  on  the  first  day,  everyone  was 
introduced  to  me  as  men  and  I learned  their  male  names. 
Later,  when  I went  to  meet  up  with  them  for  dinner  I would 
meet  them  all  dressed  and  have  to  learn  their  femme  names 
as  well.  Most  days,  I can't  even  remember  my  own  name 
let  alone  40  different  names  but  I was  wanting  to  get  this 
information  accurate. 

That  evening,  I was  a bit  nervous.  I didn't  know  if  I was 
going  to  be  able  to  accept  or  feel  comfortable  with  seeing 
my  boyfriend  differently.  Would  he  put  on  a high  pitched 
voice?  Would  the  breasts,  dress,  wig,  and  full  makeup  scare 
me  off?  I spent  about  30  seconds  debating  this  but  ignored 
my  worrying.  I went  up  to  the  hotel  room  and  softly  tapped 
on  the  door.  The  door  opened  and  I wanted  to  faint.  Not 
because  I was  shocked  or  dismayed,  but  because  my  part- 
ner looked  beautiful.  He  did  not  put  on  a phony  voice  and 
was  nicely  dressed  and  professionally  made  up.  I felt  com- 
pletely at  ease  but  curious  to  see  what  everyone  else  would 
look  like.  I may  have  gotten  a glimpse  of  an  extra  breast 
form  at  this  time.  The  physical  breast  form  when  not  being 


worn  is  a bit  scary  to  me  as  I credit  this  to  only  liking  my 
own  actual  breasts.  I was  beginning  to  understand  that 
because  the  "breasts"  were  removable  it  would  not  make 
me  a lesbian  if  I was  with  someone  dressed  as  a woman.  I 
did  feel  that  I was  looking  at  someone  I cared  about  and  felt 
comfortable  with. 

Eventually,  I was  reintroduced  to  the  same  people  I met 
earlier  in  the  day  and  everyone  was  very  nice  as  they  spoke 
with  me.  I wondered  why  I couldn't  meet  such  polite  peo- 
ple before?  Was  it  because  the  majority  of  these  people 
were  straight  single  TVs?  No,  I credit  the  kindness  to  the 
fact  they  were  all  British!  I was  beginning  to  see  why  I had 
wanted  to  move  to  England  since  I had  been  a pre-teen. 
Brits  do  it  better! 

I was  introduced  to  the  GGs  responsible  for  all  the 
makeovers  done,  Jodie  Lynn  and  Nas  from  The  Boudoir. 
Later  in  the  week  they  did  a makeover  on  me  and  I also  got 
to  see  them  do  the  makeup  for  my  partner.  The  work  they 
did  was  fantastic. 

This  fall,  I finally  took  a trip  to  London  to  catch  up  with 
everyone  again.  Since  meeting  the  Boudettes  for  the  first 
time,  I've  become  more  involved  with  the  British  TV  scene. 

I joined  several  message  boards  and  began  to  write  some 
articles  dealing  with  TG  topics.  While  in  London,  I got  to 
attend  the  Skin  Two  Rubberball  and  the  Way  Out  Club.  My 
boyfriend  and  I had  a great  time  on  this  visit  and  this  time 
around,  I felt  even  better  for  having  the  new  TG  experi- 
ences that  I did. 

I feel  a part  of  something  that  I did  not  understand  fully 
at  first.  More  and  more  I feel  proud  and  try  to  express  these 
feelings  to  people  who  are  not  well-educated  about  this 
lifestyle.  In  my  own  personal  experience,  I have  enjoyed 
the  friends  I have  made  across  the  pond. 
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Candy  and  Renee  smile  for  the 
camera  at  the 
3^tuiu  -f\vul  "pit  'BeAC^t 

getaway  in  Rehoboth  Beach . 
Everyone  had  a great  time. 
More  pictures  next  issue. 


Ladies, 

create  the  fabulous 
styles  of  classic  beauties 
with  a look  that  sizzles! 

Enjoy  the  style  and  elegance 
of  living  in  our  world  of  beauty. 

-Color  coordinated  makeup  kits  for 
specific  skin  types 
-Makeup  and  styling  tips 
-Jewelry  & makeup  accessories 
-Rx  "effective"  skin  care  creams 
-topical  anesthetic,  skin  lightner 
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Jo  Akowi,  Atocjel^, 

Congrats,  on  another  great  issue 
(#58)!  Angela,  your  "Reality 
Check"  was  great!  I laughed  my 
ass  off  about  the  x-dresser  lying  in 
the  alley.  Funny!  I have  a few 
friends  that  need  to  read  this  them- 
selves! 

JoAnn,  I'm  sorry  to  hear  about 
your  friend  Divinity  passing.  It 
seems  like  most  of  my  friends  are 
dropping  like  flies!  It  makes  me 
very  sad,  but  like  you,  I try  to  think 
of  the  most  positive  things  about 
them,  and  what  really  made  me 
laugh.  It's  a strange  sensation,  cry- 
ing and  laughing  at  the  same  time, 
isn't  it?  It's  broken  my  heart,  sever- 
al times. 

On  your  politics,  I totally  agree! 
It's  time  for  a change. 

Anyway,  on  a lighter  note, 
thanks  for  printing  my  letters  and, 
pictures.  I do  appreciate  it! 

Angela,  I'm  working  on  those 
pictures,  and  trying  to  close  in  a lit- 
tle more.  I had  just  purchased  a 
new  camera  with  a remote  and 


was  so  afraid  of  cutting  my  head 
off  in  the  picture,  but  I'm  trying.  I 
hope  these  new  pictures  don't 
have  to  be  cropped  so  much. 

I have  to  go  now, 

Love  Ya  Both 
P.J. 

P.O.  Box  9038 

Colorado  Springs,  CO  80932 

There's  still  a lot  of  extra  space 
around  you  P.  J.  but  you're  so  pretty 
we  don't  mind.  Just  keep  in  mind 
when  you  take  your  photos  ladies,  if 
you  are  closer  to  the  camera,  or  you 
have  a zoom  lens,  that  will  make  you 
better  lit  and  more  in  focus.  As  that 
jailbird  A/ls.  Stewart  would  say, 
"That's  a good  thing". 

Thank  you  so  much  for  includ- 
ing my  letter  and  photo  in  issue 
#58  and  for  the  very  nice,  caring 
remarks.  When  any  of  us 
encounter  the  harshest  experiences 


life  can  offer  it's  reassuring  to 
know  that  we  are  not  alone. 

Issue  #58  is  beautiful  in  so  many 
way  and  I found  the  cover  featur- 
ing Miss  Bambi  from  Belgium,  the 
"pink  disco  princess",  to  be  partic- 
ularly amazing. 

I just  thought  I'd  write  to  express 
my  appreciation  for  being  includ- 
ed in  LadyLike.  I hope  everyone  is 
doing  well.  All  my  best. 

Love, 

Beverly 

JoAvni*, 

I am  renewing  my  subscription 
to  LL  with  issue  #59.  I like  the  Mir- 


ror-Mirror section  and  Letter  sec- 
tion of  your  mag.  I like  reading 
them  and  I would  like  to  hear  from 
all  sisters  from  my  area  and  across 
the  USA.  All  who  write  will  be 
answered.  Here  is  my  photo  and 
my  check. 

Thank  you, 

Terry  L.  Simon  Merritt 
3486  Elm  Street,  Space  #7 
Hubbard,  OR  97032 

I have  written  to  you  before  and 
thank  you  for  putting  me  in  your 
great  magazine.  In  reviewing  my 
past  issues  of  LadyLike  I noticed 
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This  is  Marilyn's  " school  teacher' 
outfit  posed  on  a forest  trail. 


that  97%  of  the 
photos  of  other 
girls  were  taken 
inside.  A lot  of 
the  girls  are  very 
passable  and 
should  enjoy  the 
pleasure  of  being 
outdoors  en- 
femme.  I love  to 
drive  and  stop  at 
points  of  interest 
to  take  photos 
with  outdoor 
backdrops. 

I came  out  of  a 
theater  in  Niagara 
Falls  once, 

walked  to  my  car, 
made  a u-turn 
and  the  police 
pulled  me  over. 


They  said  u-turns  were  not  allowed  but  I know 


How  do  you  like  my  new  look?  I bought  this  wig  at  a 


they  saw  me  walk  while  they  waited  for  a red  light 
and  wanted  a closer  look.  I just  handed  over  my 
license  and  registration  and  they  said  to  be  careful 
and  sent  me  on  my  way  after  they  asked  if  I enjoyed 
dressing.  It  was  sort  of  a rush.  So  girls  get  outside  and 
play. 

In  panties  daily, 

Marilyn 

Well  ladies,  how  many  of  you  will  take  Marilyn's  chal- 
lenge and  get  outside  for  some  photo  opportunities.  I 
know  I'm  a bit  tired  of  seeing  some  of  you  standing  (or  sit- 
ting) in  front  of  the  same  curtains/closet  doors/entryway, 
etcetera.  Let's  see  more  trees  and  buildings  and  moun- 
tains in  the  background!  Drag  hiking  anyone? 

I too  have  had  non-threatening  interaction  with  officers 
of  the  law  when  I infringed  traffic  laws.  If  you  just  give 
them  your  ID  and  don't  try  to  pull  the  wool  over  their  eyes 
they  usually  aren't  a problem.  (Please  note  this  may  not 
work  with  police  officers  in  the  more  backward  of  the 
"red"  states.)  And  of  course  they  could  have  been  check- 
ing out  your  walk  or  maybe  u-turns  really  are  illegal  in 
Niagara  Falls. 


Transgender 


Bruce  Genter  MD,  FACS  Board  Certified  Plastic  Surgeon 
Best  Plastic  Surgeon  — Reader’s  Choice  Awards  - 4 years  straight 
Featured  on  NBC,  ABC,  Fox,  in  the  Philadelphia  inquirer  and 
Philadelphia  Magazine 


Facial 

Enhancements 
Face  Lifts 
Neck  Lifts 
Facial  Implants 
Nose  Reshaping 
Eyelid  Surgery 
Cheek  and  Brow  Lifts 
Lip  Contouring 
Skin  Rejuvenation 
Botox,  Alloderm,  Fascian 
Thyroid  cartilage  shaves 

FREE  Consultation 


Body  Shaping 
and  Contouring 
Liposuction 
Tummy  Tucks 
Breast  implants 
Permanent  Makeup 

EpiLight 
Hair  Removal 
* Special  Epilight  discount 
for  Renaissance  members 

215.572.7744 


Aesthetic  Plastic  Surgery  Center 

The  Colonade  Office  Plaza  100  Old  York  Road  Lobby  Level 
Jenkintown,  PA  visit  our  website  www.drgenter.com 


shop  on  Hollywood 
Boulevard.  The 
women  who 

owned  the  store 
were  most  kind 
and  picked  it 
out  for  me.  It 
totally  changed 
my  look  for  the 
better.  I'm  really 
pleased  with  how  I 
look  now. 

To  all  the  girls 
who  have  written 
me,  and  to  those  I 
have  written,  I 
thank  you.  It's  nice 
knowing  there  are 
so  many  others 
who  share  my  love 
of  all  things  deal- 
ing with  feminini- 
ty. I look  forward 
to  making  many 
new  girlfriends. 
I'm  also  seeking  a 
boyfriend  or  husband.  What  girl 
isn't?  My  ideal  man  would  be  a 
SWM,  6'  or  taller.  To  those  men  not 
in  the  Los  Angeles  area,  don't  waste 
your  time  or  mine  as  I am  not  inter- 
ested in  a long  distance  relation- 
ship. 

LadyLike  just  keeps  getting  better 
with  every  issue.  Keep  up  the  good 
work. 

Love  you, 

Joy 


Well  Joy , with  hair  like  that  you 
look  totally  hot.  Shouldn't  be  a prob- 
lem to  find  you  a man,  girlfriend.  But, 
don't  just  marry  him  cause  he's  over 
six  feet  tall.  Tall  is  nice  but  it  would 
be  nice  if  he  was  big  in  other 
areas — like  a big  bank  account. 


I am  enclosing  a couple  pictures 
that  I hope  can  be  published  in 
your  magazine.  About  three 
months  ago  or  so  I sent  in  a true 
story  about  a deer  that  ran  into  my 
car  on  the  way  to  my  support 
group  meeting.  It  was  a harrowing 
experience  for  me.  I haven't  seen  it 
published  in  the  magazine  yet.  I 
was  hoping  that  it  would  be  pub- 
lished in  a future  issue.  I love  your 
magazine  and  plan  to  keep  receiv- 
ing it  for  years  to  come.  I also 
share  the  magazine  with  other 
friends  who  are  CD's  in  hopes  that 
they  will  want  to  get  a subscription 
to  it  also. 

A friend  of  mine  I wrote  to 
passed  away.  You  had  published 
some  of  her  pictures  in  the  the 
past.  Her  femme  name  was 
"Teddy".  She  was  a very  sweet  and 
dear  person  to  me.  I'll  miss  her  a 
lot.  I want  to  thank  your  magazine 
for  all  the  nice  work  it  does  for  us. 

Very  sincerely, 

Renee  Miller 

503  Keystone  St. 

Waterloo,  Iowa  50703 

All  things  come  to  those  who  wait. 
We  ran  your  deer  story  in  the  letters 


column  of  Issue  #59.  Anyone  else 
have  a tail  of  woe  that  occurred 
while  they  were  dressed?  Send  it  in 
and  let  us  know  how  you  coped  with 
the  situation.  Thanks  for  promoting  LL 
and  we're  sorry  to  hear  of  your  loss. 


I am  Susie  from  Ohio,  a very  soft 
and  feminine  TV  or  as  I like  to  say, 
girly  girl,  and  I just  adore  being 
lady  like  and  I love  your  wonderful 
magazine,  too.  Very  well  done. 
JoAnn,  you  and  your  staff  are  very 
talented.  A lot  of  my  pen-gal  sisters 
love  your  magazine  too. 

A former  cover  girl,  Foxy  Roxy, 
who  is  a very  good  friend  of  mine, 
and  Terri  in  South  Carolina,  and 


Angie  in  St.  Louis,  and  Jayne  in 
Idaho,  all  praise  your  magazine. 

I've  sent  some  photos  that  I 
hope  you  will  like  enough  to  grace 
the  pages  of  your  very  posh  maga- 
zine. It's  been  a pleasure  writing  to 
you  and  I wish  you  continued  suc- 
cess. 

Girly  girl, 

Susie 

FWD  4645 


P.S.:  Silk  and  satin  and  nylon  and  lace,  high  heels 
and  perfume  and  a Revlon  face;  long  pretty  nails  and 
soft  pouty  lips,  baby  soft  skin  and  nice  curvy  hips. 

That  was  the  missing  verse  of  the  Big  Bopper's  hit 
Chantilly  Lace,  wasn't  it?  If  not  it  should  have  been. 
Remember  to  keep  smiling,  girly  girl! 

OeAr  Its  refers, 

I would  like  to  thank  you  for  publishing  my  letter 
and  photos.  I couldn't  believe  the  response  I 
received.  In  the  first  two  weeks  I received  52  letters 
from  the  nicest  people.  A lot  from  special  ladies  like 
myself,  a couple  of  males  and  even  three  from  genet- 
ic females.  They  are  all  nice  and  complimentary 
beyond  my  imagination.  What  a great  magazine  we 
have  in  the  staff  of  LadyLike.  Please  keep  up  the  good 
hard  work  you  do  in  printing  a great  magazine  for  us 
special  ladies  and  their  admirers. 


And  readers,  I 
can't  thank  you 
enough  for  all 
your  kindness  to 
Amy  Joy.  I have 
read  all  the  let- 
ters and  believe 
it  or  not  got  all 
those  letters 
answered. 

Again,  thanks 
everyone.  With 
love  to  all, 

Amy  Joy 


PO  Box  530994 


Livonia,  Ml  481  53 


Transgender  medications  available  at 


www.globaldrug.tv 

Free  phone  1 877  271  6591 

Fast,  easy  online  or  free  phone  mail  order  for: 
hormones,  weight  loss,  hair  loss,  and  skin  care 

medications 

Confidentiality  assured. 
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Foxy  Foxy 
is  gettin'  in  trouble 
and 

sending  us  pictures. 
Next  issue  she'll  tell 
us  about  some  of 
her  adventures. 


Feminize  & Glamorize ! 

Look  and  feel  sensual,  sexy  and  feminine,  no 
matter  what  size  you  are!  Our  retail  store  and 
websites  specialize  in  all  sizes  of  lingerie  and 
clothing.  We  offer  shoes  and  boots  to  size  17, 
including  custom-made  feminine  footwear  in 
mens  sizes! 

Whether  it’s  clothing,  wigs,  shoes,  makeup,  corsets  or 
hosiery,  our  tg/cd  sites  are  Number  1 on  the  Web!  And, 
when  in  South  Florida,  visit  our  retail  store  for  shopping 
and  a full  transformation! 

• Clothing  & Accessories  visit:  www.drag-queen.com 

• Shoes  & Boots  to  Size  17,  including  custom-made 
footwear,  visit:  www.allheelsformen.com 

• Crossdressing  Kits  visit:  www.tgboutique.com 

• Silky  & Sensuous  Hosiery  visit:  www.hosieryformen.com 

Catalogues  Are  Available  For  $7.00. 

Secrets 

4509  N.  Pine  Island  Road 
Sunrise,  FL  3335 1 
954-748-5855 
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It's  not  too  early  to 
start  thinking  about  the 
warm  breezes  of  sum- 
mer when  the  coats 
come  off  and  the  skirts 
go  up — in  public  I 
mean.  So,  where  better 
than  a small  quaint 
touch  of  the  islands, 
right  here  in  NYC  to  enjoy  it?  Many  girls 
have  heard  about  the  famous  day  long 
party  called  "Invasion  of  the  Pines/' 
Fire  Island,  however,  there  are  great 
times  to  be  had  long  after  that  adventure 
is  over. 

Cherry  Grove  is  a just  a short  hop  by 
ferry  off  the  coast  of  Say vi lie  ,Long 
Island.  OK,  so  it's  not  around  the  cor- 
ner, but  some  things  are  worth  a little 
extra  time.  You  can  get  to  the  Sayville 
ferry  from  NYC  in  about  1 hour  from 
Penn  Station,  and  riding  the  train  is  an 
adventure  unto  itself.  Otherwise,  if  you 
don't  mind  the  traffic  on  the  LIE,  you 
can  drive  to  the  ferry  as  well.  Too  long  you  say?  Non- 
sense, I know  girls  who  take  longer  to  apply  their 
makeup. 

I would  advise  getting  a room  for  the  night,  or 
week,  or  longer  - but,  even  if  you  only  go  for  the  day 


it's  still  worth  the 
trip.  The  nicest  hotel 
for  the  week,  though 
a tad  expensive,  is 
the  Dune  Point.  I so 
enjoyed  it  there  I 
thought  I might 
never  leave.  For  a 
night  or  several 
nights,  there  is  the 
Grove  Hotel,  as 
well  as  several  oth- 
ers. And,  for  the  "au 
natural,"  lady 

adventurer,  they 
even  have  camping. 

You  can  stroll  the  interconnecting  boardwalks  of 
the  village,  devoid  of  cars,  in  your  open  toed  shoes  in 
casual  daywear.  Lie  on  a fabulous  beach,  have  dinner 
over  looking  the  water,  and  then  put  on  those  spikes 
and  dance  till  dawn  at  any  one  of  the  nightly  bars. 
You  can't  miss  them,  as  the  entire  village  square  can 
be  walked  from  one  end  to  the  other  in  minutes. 
Once  you  arrive,  be  sure  to  check  out  the  events  for 
the  night,  because  there  may  be  a show  or  karaoke  to 
chose  from  in  addition  to  just  dancing.  I personally 
liked  Cherry's,  which  you  can  see  on  your  left  from 
the  ferry  as  the  boat  pulls  into  the  dock.  I spent  almost 
every  night  there — lot's  a cute  boys  and  girls,  and 
Johnny  makes  some  ass-kicking  Margarita's.  Frankie 
Cocktail  serves  at  Top  Of  The  Bay,  a nice  place  to 
have  breakfast,  lunch  or  dinner,  also  overlooking  the 
harbor. 

People  dress  in  anything  from  a skirts  and  flip-flops 
to  eveningwear,  from  jeans  to  bathing  suits — this  is  the 
beach  after  all.  During  the  day,  don't  worry  if  your 
makeup  isn't  perfect,  no  one  here  cares  one  way  or 
another:  if  you  want  to  walk  naked,  that's  okay  too. 
This  is  the  place  to  come  and  let  your  hair  down. 
Enjoy  just  being,  without  worrying  about  who  thinks 
what.  There  are  no  hardened  rules  in  this  little  enclave 
that  attracts  gay,  straight,  lesbian,  trans  and  bi  people. 

And  after  a little  sun,  dining,  do  a little  dancing  to 
great  music  with  a warm  summer  breeze  on  your  legs 
while  you  sip  a cool  island  drink.  Hmm,  I'm  starting 
to  get  motivated  myself.  See  you  at  Cherry's! 

More  info  at: 

http://www.fireisland.com/transportation.htm 

http://www.grovehotel.com, 
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Shortly  after  Ronald  Reagan  died  I was  talking  to  a 
rather  left-leaning  friend  and  I said  that  a part  of  me 
died  with  the  late  president.  With  incredulity  she 
admonished  me  for  "mourning  that  Nazi."  I had  to 
explain  that  I wasn't  making  a political  statement.  It 
was  just  that  Reagan  provided  the  backdrop  to  my 
formative  years.  From  my  first  kiss  in  high-school, 
through  at  least  2 or  3 good  albums  by  The  Cars,  to 
my  graduation  from  college,  there  was  The  Gipper, 
like  some  surrealistic  Max  Headroom,  providing 
simultaneously  a sense  of  comfort  and  paranoia  to  the 
80's  generation. 

Recently,  the  death  of  another  figure  has  left  a bit  of 
a hole  in  the  cultural  landscape,  at  least  in  the  world 
of  Drag.  On  August  25th  2004  Karen  Dior  passed 
away  after  a long  battle  with  HIV/AIDS.  The  37  year 
old  Karen  (a.k.a.  Geoff  Gann)  was  an  actress,  director, 
singer,  and  model.  Her  work  in  transvestite  porn  is 
well  known  (Who  could  forget  "Queens  from  Outer 
Space?")  but  she  also  crossed-over  into  the  main- 
stream with  appearances  on  Xena:  Warrior  Princess 
and  Veronica's  Closet.  I discovered  Karen  when  I 
started  coming  out  and  defining  my  own  drag  person- 
ality. Through  my  first  feeble  attempts  to  look  fabu- 
lous through  my  coronation  as  Princess  of  the 
Poconos,  there  was  Karen  as  my  tranny  icon.  All  I 
can  say  is  that  when  Karen  Dior  died,  a part  of  Sarah 
Thomas  died,  too.  May  you  rest  in  a happier,  more 
glamorous  place  Karen. 

Now  on  to  less  maudlin  topics.  This  month  we  visit 
the  Stonewall  Bar  for  a dose  of  Drag.  Now,  to  most  of 
you  The  Stonewall  is  the  West  Village  birthplace  of 
the  Gay  Rights  movement.  Well,  I ain't  talking  about 
the  one  on  Christopher  Street.  Hold  on  to  your  tiaras 
because  we're  going  to  Allentown,  Pa. 

The  Stonewall  Bar  is  the  hottest  nightclub  in  central 
Pennsylvania.  Featuring  top  DJs  from  New  York  and 
Philadelphia  as  well  as  home-grown  talent,  the 


Stonewall  sports  a sound  system  and 
light  show  to  rival  the  big  metropolitan 
night  spots.  Home  to  award  winning  drag  shows  and 
the  areas  hottest  male  strippers,  The  Stonewall  is  THE 
venue  for  GLBT  folk  and  those  who  love  us.  There 
are  two  drag  shows  weekly;  Wednesday  night  at 
10:30  and  Thursday  at  11:30.  Don't  come  late 
because  these  girls  start  on  time!  Of  course,  there  are 
pageants  and  special  events.  As  a matter  of  fact,  by 
the  time  you  read  this,  Miss  Kitty , the  current  Miss 
Stonewall,  will  have  turned  over  her  crown  to  another 
lovely  queen.  While  the  partying  goes  on  downstairs, 
a more  relaxed  atmosphere  can  be  found  upstairs  in 
the  Mooselounge.  Here,  one  can  dine  from  their  full 
menu,  enjoy  the  best  Margaritas  in  town,  or  mingle 
with  the  queens.  Singing  along  with  live  piano  music 
is  always  fun  (especially  after  4 or  5 Margaritas). 
Although  crossdressers  are  sometimes  few  and  far 
between,  I have  always  been  welcomed  and  treated 
splendidly.  As  a matter  of  fact,  as  shy  as  I am,  they 
even  managed  to  put  me  in  a show! 

The  Stonewall  Bar  is  located  at  28  North  Wth 
Street  in  Allentown,  Pennsylvania. 
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The  mysterious  chupacabra,  faces  on  Mars,  crop 
circles,  shadow  people...  you've  heard  all  about  these 
oddities  and  others  on  late-night  radio  talk  shows. 
Well,  for  this  month's  Current  Queens  column  Big  Sar 
has  uncovered  a real  treasure — more  difficult  to  locate 
than  a cache  of  WMDs!  Eat  your  heart  out  Art  Bell! 
Here's  my  interview  with  Cris  LeBitch,  the  STRAIGHT 
DRAG  QUEEN!  I had  heard  they  existed  somewhere 
among  the  legions  of  the  Liza-Lip  synchers  but  until  I 
met  Cris  I was  a skeptic. 

Cris  and  I spent  several  evenings  chatting  about 


everything  from  drag  venues  to  eyebrow  waxing  and  I 
have  come  to  know  her  as  an  introspective,  serious 
artist  who  entered  the  drag  world  through  the  back 
door,  so  to  speak,  of  crossdressing.  Loosely  based  in 
the  greater  Harrisburg/Lancaster,  Pa.  area,  Cris  is  no 
stranger  to  large  venues  covering  a wide  geographical 
area. 

ST;  Cris,  you're  a Drag  Queen  with  a different  story 
than  most.  Tell  us  a bit  about  yourself. 

. Well,  to  begin  with  I'm  a straight  married  guy 
with  a family. 

ST:  Straight  Drag  Queen!  Isn't  that  an  oxymoron? 
Let's  start  from  the  beginning.  How  did  you  get  started 
in  the  biz? 

^A.-Well,  actually  it  started  with  crossdressing.  As 
far  as  being  a crossdresser,  I'm  sure  that  my  story  isn't 
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much  different  from  others...  started  in  the  usual  way, 
had  my  cache  of  girls  clothes,  taking  pictures  at  home, 
etcetera.  However  I always  felt  a great  deal  of  shame 
over  it.  I disclosed  my  crossdressing  to  my  wife  before 
we  got  married  and,  luckily,  she  was  mostly  OK  with 
it. 

ST:  Yes,  some  wives  are  pretty  good  about  cross- 
dressing once  they  find  out  it  doesn't  necessarily 
mean  you're  gay.  But  still,  it's  a long  way  from  closet 
crossdresser  to  fabulous  drag  queen. 

As  I said,  I struggled  with  a great  deal  of 
shame  with  crossdressing.  After  meeting  with  various 
support  groups  in  the  region  it  was  helpful  being 
among  peers  but  to  me  it  was  just  a bigger  closet.  I 
really  wasn't  able  to  shake  the  shame  until  I got 
involved  in  the  Drag  community.  I had  gone  to  see 
shows  at  various  clubs  and  was  simply  amazed.  Not 
too  long  after  that,  quite  informally,  I stumbled  upon  a 
queen  online  who  managed  the  shows  at  a club 
called  the  Tally  Ho  in  Lancaster,  after  several  long 
conversations  she  convinced  me  to  come  check  out 
the  club,  and  it  was  shortly  after  that,  she  said  I should 
give  performing  a try.  I noticed  that  there  was  a mixed 
crowd...  gay,  straight,  college  kids,  professionals  and 
all  seemed  to  be  having  fun  and  the  queens  seemed  to 


be  overwhelmingly  received.  Well,  it  didn't  take  too 
much  prodding  to  get  me  to  try  my  hand  at  a show.  I 
was  nervous  that  first  night  and  needed  a couple 
drinks  to  calm  me  down. 

ST::  Anything  memorable  about  that  first  show? 

TpvtA:  I was  horrible!  I hit  my  head  on  the  stage 
lights.  Luckily  I didn't  lose  my  hair.  If  that  wasn't  bad 
enough,  I hit  my  head  on  the  lights  during  my  second 
number,  too! 

ST:  Well,  it  couldn't  have  been  that  bad  because 
after  nearly  two  years  in  the  business,  you're  doing 
about  two  shows  per  month  and  developing  quite  a 
following. 

. Yes,  I guess  you  could  say  I'm  on  the  drag  fast 
track.  I've  worked  with  some  great  names  and  learned 
a lot  from  queens;  Initially  Ria  Larue  (who  was  the 
queen  that  started  me)  and  Joey  Josephs,  Whitley 
Nicole  D'Aire,  Poison,  Amethyst  Diamond,  and 
Makayla  Summers,  Eda  Bagel,  Vaunessa  Vale,  Coco 
Vega  & Sabrina  White...  the  list  goes  on — sorry  if  I've 
not  mentioned  someone.  Also,  I'm  a shameless  self 
promoter.  I give  out  promo  cards  and  T-Shirts  with  my 
picture...  stuff  like  that. 

ST::  Are  you  planning  any  surgery  or  hormones? 

.■  No,  I like  doing  the  whole  illusion  thing 
through  makeup  and  padding.  As  far  as  hormones  go, 


I have  no  desire  to  use  them. 

ST:  What  about  doing  pageants? 

%u:  I'm  not  planning  really  to  do  any  pageants 
either,  (laughing)  I guess  you  could  say  I'm  too  lazy  tor 
that,  I tip  my  wig  to  those  who  do  them,  but  I have 
much  more  fun  entertaining,  I enjoy  the  artistic  free- 
dom of  it  more. 

ST:  Many,  if  not  most,  drag  queens  are  gay.  How  do 
you,  as  a straight  married  man,  get  along  with  your 
fellow  queens? 

^A.So  far  it  has  been  a blast.  The  people  I work 
with  are  great  and  I'm  not  shunned  at  all.  My  wife 
attends  a fair  amount  of  my  shows  and  there  are  no 
problems.  In  fact,  I think  that  my  situation  helps  me  to 
bridge  some  of  the  gap  between  the  gay/lesbian  and 
hetero  communities,  and  I am  proud  of  my  situation. 
It's  a long,  long  way  from  feeling  closeted  and 
ashamed  to  doing  shows  and  being  applauded  for 
your  efforts. 


ST:  Well  Cris,  we've  been  talking  for  a long  time  so 
to  wrap  things  up  I have  two  questions.  If  someone 
said  to  you  that  you  could  do  no  more  drag  shows, 
would  you  still  crossdress?  And  finally,  where  do  you 
see  Cris  LeBitch  going  in  the  future? 

%»:\  would  definitely  continue  to  crossdress  but 
my  tastes  lie  somewhere  in  between  being  attractive 
passable  and  just  drawing  attention  in  a drag  queen 
motif...  I would  classify  myself  as  a Peg  Bundy,  poly- 
ester sort  of  queen.  However  at  this  time  I can't  imag- 
ine not  performing.  I mean,  doing  drag  is  like  a 
crossdressing  outing  times  ten!  It  would  be  tough  to 
go  back. 

ST;  Ah,  you  share  my  philosophy. 

Trrtj.  Yeah,  we'll  have  to  get  you  in  a show  some- 
time. As  far  as  my  performing  goes,  I just  want  to  con- 
tinue to  get  positive  exposure  and  promote  myself.  I'd 
like  to  develop  a bigger  name  for  myself  but  I have  to 
continue  to  balance  my  family  time  with  my  drag 
time. 

ST:  Good  luck  Cris.  I'm  sure  we'll  be  seeing  a lot 
more  of  you  and  I'll  be  waiting  for  my  T-Shirt! 

Sarah  Thomas  is  the  crazed  Libertarian  lead  guitarist  of 
Los  Nutsacks  and  the  chairwoman  of  the  three-member 
group  Queens  for  the  Second  Amendment.  "Damn  she 
looks  good  with  an  AK-47". 


Katie  Wannabe  says, 

mmppmS  up 
in  yourself! 


Moke  a Private  Appointment 
at  Philadelphia  o Own  TG 
Salon  and  Boutique 

or  try  our 

online «« bopping  and  event  calendar  at: 

www.  katiewannabe . com 

1505 7 Biutleton  Ave. 
Philadelphia,  Pa.  19116 
215.675.5722 


How  To  Submit  Photos 

We  now  accept  digital  photos  if  they  are  of  sufficient  resolution.  Do  not 
overly  compress  digital  photos.  Do  not  send  digital  photos  by  email  with- 
out permission  first.  We  cannot  use  inkjet  prints.  We  need  real  glossy  pho- 
tographs. Please  do  not  send  more  than  four  (4)  photos.  If  you  include  your 
mailing  name  and  mailing  address  on  the  back  of  your  photo,  we  will  print 
your  address  with  your  photo  in  the  magazine  so  people  can  write  to  you 
directly.  You  must  do  this  for  every  photo  submitted.  Do  not  write  on  the 
photos  with  ball  point  ink.  Use  a permanent  marker.  If  you  are  a subscriber, 
we'll  forward  mail  for  you  for  the  length  of  your  subscription.  Write  your 
customer  number  on  your  photos.  If  you  are  NOT  a subscriber,  include 
$10  with  your  photo  and  we  will  forward  mail  to  you  for  1 year. 

How  To  Reply  to  Photos 

If  you  want  to  write  to  someone  whose  picture  appears  in  the  magazine, 
look  for  an  address  and  write  directly.  Or,  look  for  a forwarding  number 
like  FWD9999  with  the  photo.  If  there  is  a FWD  number,  write  your  letter, 
put  it  in  an  envelope  and  in  pencil  write  the  FWD  number  on  the  front.  For 
each  letter  to  be  forwarded,  put  your  letter  in  its  envelope,  correct  postage 
in  stamps  and  $2  in  another  envelope  (#10  or  larger)  and  mail  it  all  to  us 
here  at  Ladylike  Magazine,  c/o  PO  Box  491,  Lionville,  PA  19353-0491 

How  To  Subscribe 

LadyLike  is  the  publication  that  treats  the  subjects  of  transvestism  and 
crossdressing  as  they  should  be  treated,  with  respect  and  sophistication. 
Chock  full  of  great  features  and  loads  of  photos,  you  won't  want  to  miss  a 
single  issue.  Every  issue  contains  important  and  useful  information  to  help 
you  realize  the  "ladylike"  qualities  within  yourself. 

Subscription  Rates: 

U.S.  - $36;  Canada/Mexico  - $48;  Overseas  - $60 
Single  issues: 

U.S.  - $13.20;  Canada/Mexico  - $16;  Overseas  - $1 8 
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Formerly  Affordable  Fantasies  & Illusions 

AFI  has  changed  it's  name  to  better  reflect  what  we  do  - which  is  mak- 
ing clothing  and  lingerie  to  fit  the  crossdresser.  We  are  presenting  our 
sixth  season  of  new  clothing.  We  have  added  many  new  exciting  styles 
and  colors  and  hope  that  you  will  enjoy  the  correctly  fitting  garments 
made  with  wider  shoulders,  lowered  waistlines,  longer  sleeves  and  more 
narrow  hips.  If  you  want  to  see  a free  brochure  of  our  best  selling 
items.  Please  call  to  receive  a free  color  brochure  or  if 

you  want  the  full  catalog,  then  send  $2.00  to  the  address  listed  below 
and  we  will  be  sure  to  get  a catalog  right  out  to  you.  To  order  any  of  the 
clothing  in  this  ad  - provide  your  chest  and  waist  measurement  on  the 
order  form  and  we  will  send  you  the  correctly  sized  garment. 

#Sexy  Sheer  Chemise  Set ! 

Revolutionary  NEW  design  made  to  fit 
men.  Shiny  nylon/lycra  stretch 
glissenette  fabric  chemise.  Insert  our 
breastforms  or  other  padding  into  the 
Pocket  Bra®  sheer  cups  for  an  ultra 
realistic  look!!  Fits  a C or  D size 
breastform.  Adjustable  shoulder  straps. 
Lace  accent  at  bust  area.  Comes  with 

Chest  sizes:  M(38-41),  L(42-44), 

Black  or  White.  Style  #CDCM01 . 

Amazingly  Low  Sale  Price  of  only 
$45.95  for  the  set ! 

Buy  it  with  the  matching  breast- 
\^ul  forms!  (#CDCM0 IB)  for  only  $340.90 

Fantastic  Feminine  Sweater  !! 

jmt  Introducing  the  first  feminine  sweater 

H made  to  fit  men!  Sexy  wrap  styling 

the  waist.  You  can  wear  the  wrap  lower 
B as  shown  in  Red  or  wrap  it  higher  for 
/Jr  B more  chest  coverage  (as  shown  in 

'^B  black).  Made  in  a silk  and  lycra  blend! 

Style;  CNC005 
Chest  Sizes: 

M(37-39),  L(40-42),  XL(43-45), 

XXL(46-  49). 

Reg  Price:  $49.95 

iWBPijL  Great  Look-of-Leather  Skirt 

Your  most  versatile  skirt.  Made  of  stretch 
leather  look  material.  Smooth  front  band 
and  elastic  back.  NEW  16“  length. 

Color:  Black  or  Ivory  Style  SKL 
Waist  Sizes  31- 42  Only:  $34.95 


Send  Your  order  to  : BVP  • PO  BOX  1 56  • WynCOte  PA  1 9095 


Contact  Information: 
Makes  Checks  to: 

Best  Value  Products 
Orders:  215-881-9470 
Fax:  215-881-2214 
Brochure:  1-800-222- 1427 
e-mail:  bvp5000@aol.com 


Shipping  costs: 

$33 -$100  add  $7.00. 
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Over  $265  add  $17.00 
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Y@u  Just  might  Be  <a  CD  Vixen 

If.. 


There  are  all  kinds  of  TG  identities  out  there.  There  are  heterosexual  crossdresers,  there  are  gay  drag 
queens,  the  list  goes  on.  But,  in  the  muddle  of  labels  there  are  those  who  cross  the  definition  lines. 
Confusion  abounds.  To  help  you  find  your  identify,  to  let  you  know  whether  you  are  a garden  variety 
crossdresser  or  a glamor  bunny  with  theatrical  drag  queeny  tendencies  we  present: 

You  Just  might  3e  a CD  Vixen  if... 

You  spend  time  looking  for  a cup  of  coffee  so  good  it  will  take  the  hair  OFF  your  chest. 

When  a friend  asks  you  what  you  think  of  her  new  four  inch  heels  you  ask,  " Why  are  you 
wearing  flats?” 

You  either  have  at  least  one  walk-in  closet  in  your  home,  or  a storage  facility  cubicle 
filled  with  wigs.  (Just  wigs,  the  other  closet  is  for  shoes.) 

Your  dry  cleaner  has  never,  ever  seen  you  bring  in  any  male  clothing. 


You  have  a date  with  a woman  but  blow  her  off  to  update  the  lingerie  shots  on  your 
glamor  website. 

You  actually  have  a glamor  website. 

You  have  given  serious  consideration  to  renting  a second  apartment  "just  for  her”. 
Your  vanity  license  plate  is  \ HotCDA-U ”. 

Your  makeup  budget  is  dose  to  the  national  budget  of  Paraguay. 

For  you  a latex  dress  is  day  wear. 


You  have  a wholesale  account  at  Margu  Wigs. 

Your  worst  fear  is  not  the  threat  of  terrorism,  it’s  the  threat  of  rising  Opandex  prices. 
You  have  a hard  time  passing — as  a man! 


You  spend  your  last  $10  on  a bargain  spaghetti  strap  dress  at  T.J.  Maxx  and  don’t  have 
any  money  left  to  buy  food.  (Of  course,  that  assures  that  the  dress  will  fit,  doesn’t  it?) 


^[iM-ZYicdn  *]  Aot  has  ^Imon.  \/^c  have ^/l stra...  make  sure  your  skin  Is  thick  fie^ore  yon 


Over  the  years  we've  helped  countless  ladies  to  discover  the  joy  of  releasing  their  feminine  side,  helped  them  get 
out  of  the  house  and  participate  in  the  larger  TG  community  and  the  world  in  general.  The  biggest  help  we  have  pro- 
vided is  just  to  let  folks  know  there  are  others  out  there  who  feel  the  same  way  they  do  about  dressing  up  and  being  a 
girl.  Now,  we  propose  a bold  new  feature  that  will  help  many  of  you  take  another  step  forward  into  the  land  of  lady- 
ness.  We're  going  to  add  a new  feature  to  LL  that  will  make  it  the  reality  show  of  the  publishing  world. 

We  get  tons  of  photos  every  month  and  they  are  one  of  the  most  popular  features  of  LadyLike.  Crossdressers  love  to 
take  pictures  of  themselves  and  they  love  to  have  those  pictures  seen  by  others  in  the  pages  of  this  magazine.  But,  we 
often  despair  when  we  see  a pretty  girl  who  could  have  done  a better  job  in  presenting  her  face  to  the  world.  Often  it 
is  a technical  thing  like  bad  lighting,  bad  framing  or  sending  the  photo  as  an  inkjet  print— which  only  makes  it  blurry 
and  hard  to  see  when  it's  reproduced  in  our  pages.  Sometimes  the  photo's  subject  is  making  a fashion  faux  pas.  Often 

the  pose  could  be  better,  or  the  cam- 

Pic-hure  +oo  mall  and  +00  oof  of  fceu?  fo  be  unable  m an8ule  Tld  be,different  to  maxi- 

mize  the  subject's  best  qualities  and 

give  the  picture  more  impact. 

To  help  our  readers  with  these 

problems  and  make  them  look  as 

good  as  possible  we  are  launching 

the  LadyLike  Tough  Love  Picture 
Critique 

nice  smile 
and  (Je  can  see 

pre-b-by  4, ace! 

nice  pose 
emphasising 
a miner  line, 
nice  -hum  o4 
■bhe  hand 
diminishing 


Panel.  Send  the  photo  you  would  like  us  to  critique,  mark  it  "LL 
Panel"  and  we  will  run  it  by  our  panel  of  experts.  Just  like  reality  tele- 
vision shows  that  put  their  casts  thorugh  hell,  our  panel  will  exam- 
ine, scrutinize,  and  judge  each  photo  we  run  by  them.  They  won't 
pull  any  punches  and  the  photo  along  with  their  criticism  will  run  in 
an  upcoming  issue  of  LadyLike.  Remember,  no  pain,  no  gain.  With 
honest  constructive  feedback  you  can  work  on  the  the  things  you 


need  to  do  to  make  your  presentation  better  and  the  rest  of  our  <0 
readers  will  learn  what  it  takes  to  produce  a hot  photo  of  their  £k  ^ 
femme  self  that  minimizes  any  masculine  features  and  makes  the 
most  of  their  feminine  side. 

If  you  think  you're  tough  enough  to  take  the  heat  take  your  best  shot 
and  send  it  to  us  today.  The  new  feature  will  start  when  we  get  three  to 
four  photos  and  the  panel  has  had  time  to  dissect  them.  Good  luck  ladies! 
The  new  feature  has  begun. 


pos-bure 
related  bu-b 
no-b  s-bi4f 

Background 
ne'rbher  s-bark 
nor  clu-b-bered 


The  Best  Online 
Resource. 


Hands  down,  TGForum  is  the 
best,  most  comprehensive, 
most  up  to  dateTG  resource  on 
the  net  today. 

Where  else  will  you  get  50 
weeks  of  compelling  news,  ad- 
vice, and  entertainment?  In  a 
word,  nowhere,  because  no  one 
provides  the  breadth  and  depth 
of  content  that  TGForum 
does! 

Plus,  we  offer  resources  second 
to  none.  Want  to  know  where  to 
buy...  anything?  Visit  our  Shop- 
ping mall.  Want  your  own  private 
email  account  or  a personal  web 
page?  We  offer  that,  too,  no  ex- 
tra charge.  All  this  for  $0.75  a 
week?  You  better  believe  it! 
Check  out  the  free  edition,  then 
subscribe  to  get  to  all  the  good- 
ies. 

www.tgforum.com 

TGForum  is  brought  to  you  by  3-D  Communications.  Inc.,  a transgender  owned  and 
operated  web  presence.  Contact  us  about  getting  your  organization  or  business  on  the 
Worldwide  Web.  [webmaster@tgforum.com] 


All  the  news  you  want...  all  the  information  you  need...  and  a place  to  call  home! 


G-Ot  Ol  qutd ion?  -f\ ik 

UOUY  to : 

lady  Asfra 
c/o  CDS 
P.O.  Box  491 
Lionville,  PA  1 9353- 
0491 
or  email: 

askastra@cdspub.  com 


*]  <&zid  «nznm  ufe  t/e  feel 
frvi  nte.  *1  didn't  4et  it  on  £ ine . 
Cl  fe  roe^it  tfene,  yinlfrUend! 


Dear  Lady  Astra, 

My  question  to  you  is  both  simple  and  deep. 

I know  from  corresponding  with  others  that  there  are 
many  reasons  for  wanting  to  dress  feminine  and  I suppose 
my  own  may  be  as  simple  as  having  a hobby.  Questions 
persist  though,  as  to  who  I am.  I would  like  to  find  out  for 
myself  who  and  what  I am  and  I desperately  need  to  talk  to 
others  like  me. 

As  far  as  I can  tell,  there  are  no  clubs  or  organizations 
near  me.  How  do  I find  other  girls  like  me  that  I can  talk  to? 

I am  married,  I live  in  NW  Arkansas  and  my  wife  lives 
in  England.  So  I live  by  myself.  I have  the  freedom  to  dress 
up,  but  I haven't  since  last  New  Years  Eve.  Is  it  possible  to 
go  to  the  local  library  and  "Google"  a club  or  group  near 
me?  Or  are  they  only  listed  in  LadyLike? 

I'd  love  to  find  a girlfriend  that  I can  share  with. 

Yours  very  sincerely, 

Amy  Bond,  Arkansas 


Dear  Amy, 

My,  you  have  a lot  to  figure  out. 

Yes,  you  can  "Google"  transgendered,  but  you  will  have 
to  take  the  time  to  wade  through  all  the  information  to  find 
what  you  are  looking  for.  That  will  be  time  well  spent, 
because  it  is  very  important  to  find  someone  to  share  your 
thoughts  and  feelings  with. 

I couldn't  find  an  organization  near  you,  but  that  doesn't 
mean  there  isn't  one... it  just  means  that  I'm  lazy.  Someone 
out  there,  please  enlighten  me! 

You  might  want  to  check  out  the  Eureka!  En  Femme 
Getaway  (http://femmegetaway.com/)  as  they  seem  to  be 
held  in  your  neck  of  the  woods  (my  geography  is  spotty  at 
best,  but  as  near  as  I can  tell,  it  looks  like  spiffin'  distance 
on  mapquest,  if  ya'  spit  reeeally  hard). 

That  seems  to  be  all  the  info  you  want  from  me.  It 
sounds  like  you  are  willing  to  go  on  your  own  quest  to  find 
the  answers  you  are  seeking. 

If  anyone  has  info  or  help  for  Amy,  please  send  it  to  me 
and  I make  sure  she  gets  it.  And  if  there  are  any  groups 
that  should  be  listed  LET  US  KNOW!  We  can't  list 
them  if  we  don't  know  about  them. 

Astra 


Dear  Ms.  Astra 

Having  read  most  of  your  magazine.  I was  wondering  if 
you  could  perhaps  help  me  decide  on  were  to  relocate.  San 
Francisco  or  New  York.  As  of  now  I live  in  Albuquerque, 
New  Mexico.  Not  much  happening  here. 

My  real  reason  is  I'd  very  much  like  to  get  into  the  escort 
business,  or  perhaps  adult  films.  Any  suggestions? 

Signed  jazzette 

e-mail:  shall  201  @hotmail.com 


Yo,  S.F.B., 

I guess  you  stopped  reading  before  you  got  to  my  col- 
umn, or  you  wouldn't  be  asking  sweet  Til  ole  me  those 
kinda  dumb-ass  questions. 

If  you  want  to  really  screw  up  your  life,  don't  get  me 
involved,  you  can  do  it  all  by  yourself.  Escort  business... 
Adult  films...  I laugh  and  I scoff.  If  you  had  a driving  desire 
(and  the  looks,  sweetums)  to  do  either,  you  wouldn't  be 
wasting  my  space  here,  you'd  be  on  your  way  out  of  town. 
It  takes  a thick  skin  (and  probably  a few  other  things)  to 
work  in  the  adult  entertainment  industry.  And,  yeah,  it  is 
work.  Don't  think  you're  gonna  throw  on  a few  things  and 
drop  right  into  it.  You  have  to  have  the  same  drive  and 
desire  that  any  actor  has. 

As  for  the  "escort"  business...  look,  if  you  wanna  hook, 
find  another  country  to  do  it  in.  This  one 
doesn't  have  the  best  track  record. 

And  it's  Lady  Astra  to  you. 

(By  the  way,  JoAnn  thinks  I'm  being 
too  rough  on  you.  My  feeling  is,  if  you 
are  serious  about  this  your  skin  has  to 
be  thick  enough  to 
deal  with  me  before 
you  make 
any  career 
moves.) 


yUrtA  */l  mint  An 


National  US  Membership  Organiza- 
tions 

International  Foundation  for 
Gender  Education,  PO  Box 

540229,  Waltham,  MA  02454. 
Publishes  Transgender  Tapestry 
($40/year  subscription).  Reprints 
and  books  on  TV/TS  subjects, 
other  info.  Hosts  annual  confer- 
ence in  different  locations  around 
the  country.  Phone:  61  7-899- 
2212,  [www.ifge.org] 

Renaissance  Transgender  Associ- 
ation, Inc.,  987  Old  Eagle  School 
Rd.,  Suite  719,  Wayne,  Pa. 

19087.  610-975-9119  24  hr. 
answering  machine.  Membership 
fee  of  $48  includes  the  monthly 
publication  "Transgender  Com- 
munity News."  Also  publishes 
Background  Papers  and  Commu- 
nity Outreach  Bulletins  on  trans- 
gender issues  for  personal  and 
professional  use.  Speakers  avail- 
able for  classroom,  corporate,  or 
media  discussions  of  transgender 
issues.  Renaissance  is  a 501  [c]  [3] 
non-profit  membership  organiza- 
tion. [www.ren.org] 

Society  for  the  Second  Self  (SSS), 

Box  1 94,  Tulare,  CA  93275. 
Focused  on  families  and  relation- 
ships. Tri-Ess  publishes  the 
Femme  Mirror  quarterly  and 
hosts  an  annual  convention.  Tri- 
Ess  chapters  are  marked  with  "#" 
in  the  list  below.  Tri-Ess  is  a non- 
profit membership  organization. 
[jeftris@aol.com] 

Alaska 

Alaska  T People  , PO  Box 
670349,  Chugiak,  AK  99567 

Arizona 

Transgendered  Harmony  , 8485  E 
McDonald  Dr  #298,  Scottsdale, 
AZ  85250 

Alpha-Zeta  (Tri-Ess) , PO  Box 
28363,  Tempe,  AZ  85285-8363 

A Rose  , PO  Box  81 08,  Glendale, 
AZ  85312-8108 

Transgendered  Harmony  , PO 
Box  83927,  Phoenix,  AZ  85701 

Southern  Arizona  Gender 
Alliance  , 300  E Sixth  St,  Tucson, 
AZ  85705 

Evolere  Transgendered  Founda- 
tion , 1830  E.  Broadway  Blvd. 

#1  24-269,  Tucson,  AZ  8571 9 

California 

Transgender  Resource  Center  of 
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Southern  Calif.  , 8350  Santa 
Monica  Blvd.  Ste  1 04A,  W Holly- 
wood, CA  90069 

Alpha  Chapter , 409  N.  Pacific 
Coast  Hwy.  #320,  Redondo 
Beach,  CA  90277 

U.S.  G.I.R.L.S.  Club  , P.O.  Box 
3182,  Cerritos,  CA  90703-3182 

Gender  Expressions , PO  Box 
81 6,  Lakewood,  CA  9071 4-081  6 

CHIC  Crossdressers  Heterosexual 
Intersocial  Club  , PO  Box  1 7850, 
Long  Beach,  CA  90807 

CD  Social  Group  , PO  Box  224, 
Montrose,  CA  91021 

PSGV  Transgendered  Support , 
401  South  Main  St.  Ste  104, 
Pomona,  CA  91  765 

Neutral  Corner,  PO  Box  19008, 
San  Diego,  CA  921  59 

San  Diego  TransFamily  , PO  Box 
4735,  San  Diego,  CA  92164 

TG  Alliance  of  Coachella  Valley  , 
PO  Box  391,  Thousand  Palms, 

CA  92276 

Born  Free  , PO  Box  52829,  River- 
side, CA  9251  7 

LKO  (Ladies  Knight  Out) , 3320 
Chapman  Ave.  , Orange,  CA 
92869 

Ventura  Transgender  Outreach, 
3503  Arundell  Circle  Ste  3A, 
Ventura,  CA  93003 

Society  for  Second  Self  (Tri-Ess) , 
PO  Box  1 94,  Tulare,  CA  93275 

Access  Point , PO  Box  71 80,  Los 
Osos,  CA  93402 

TranzcentralCoast , P.O.  Box 
14146,  San  Luis  Obispo,  CA 
93406 

Trans-Action  , 973  Market  St. 

Suite  500,  San  Francisco,  CA 
94103 

Lavender  Youth  Recreation  and 
Information  Center) , 127 
Collingwood  St,  San  Francisco, 
CA  941 1 7 

TGSF  , PO  Box  426486,  San 
Francisco,  CA  941 42-6486 

Diablo  Valley  Girls , PO  Box 
272885,  Concord,  CA  94527- 
2885 

Rainbow  Gender  Association,  PO 
Box  700730,  San  Jose,  CA 
95170-0730 

Sacramento  Gender  Assoc. , PO 
Box  162907,  Sacramento,  CA 
95816-2907 

Transfolk  ,115  Grand  Ave, 


Oroville,  CA  95965 

Sigma  Sigma  Beta,  PO  Box 
1 9933,  So.  Lake  Tahoe,  CA 
96151 

Colorado 

Gender  Identity  Center  of  Col- 
orado, 1455  Ammons  St.,  Ste 
1 00",  Lakewood,  CO  80215- 
4993 

Lambda  Community  Center , 

1 49  W Oak,  Ste  8,  Ft  Collins,  CO 
80524 

Pueblo  TV/TS  Support  Group  , 
1144  Clarmont,  Pueblo,  CO 
81004-2808 

Connecticut 

Connecticut  Outreach  Society , 
PO  Box  163,  Farmington,  CT 
06034 

District  of  Columbia 

Washington-Baltimore  Alliance  , 
PO  Box  50724,  Washington, 

D.C.  20091-0724 

Delaware 

Renaissance  Delaware,  PO  Box 
5656,  Wilmington,  DE  19808 

Florida 

Emerald  Coast/PANTRA  , PO  Box 
1853,  Pensacola,  FL  32591 

Trans  Alliance  of  Gainesville  , PO 
Box  143102,  Gainesville,  FL 
32614-3102 

Phi  Epislon  Mu,  PO  Box  3261, 
Winter  Park,  FL  32790-3261 

Evolve  , 2351  S Ferncreek  Ave, 
Orlando,  FL  32806 

Mu  Beta  Gamma  Tri-Ess  , PO  Box 
4126,  Hialeah,  FL  33014 

South  Florida  Gender  Coalition  , 
P.O.  Box  670283,  Coral  Springs, 
FL  33067-9998 

Animas  , PO  Box  420309, 

Miami,  FL  33242 

Gender  Society  of  the  Palm 
Beaches  , 7600  s.  Dixie  High- 
way, W.  Palm  Beach,  FL  33405 

Tampa  Bay  Gender  Alliance  , 
3708  Swann  Ave,  Tampa,  FL 
33629 

Starburst , PO  Box  6822,  Clear- 
water, FL  33756-6822 

Georgia 

Sigma  Epsilon,  PO  Box  272, 
Rosewell,  GA  30077-0272 

Atlanta  Gender  Explorations , PO 
Box  1 60003,  Atlanta,  GA  30316 

Hawaii 


Hawaii  TG  Outreach  , PO  Box 
8233,  Honolulu,  HI  96830 

Iowa 

Central  Illinois  Gender  Assoc. , 
PO  Box  1925,  Clinton,  IA  52733- 
1925 

QCAD  Group  , PO  Box  1 534, 
Davenport,  IA  52809 

Idaho 

Tri-States  Transgender  Group  , 

PO  Box  6691,  Boise,  ID  83707 

Illinois 

Chi,  PO  Box  40,  Wood  Dale,  IL 
60191-0040 

Island  Girls  , PO  Box  2306,  Joli- 
et, IL  60434 

Chicago  Gender  Society  , PO 
Box  66595,  Chicago,  IL  60666- 
0595 

Central  Illinois  Gender  Assoc 
(CIGA) , P.O.  Box  3082,  Cham- 
paign, IL  60826-3082 

Indiana 

IXE  , PO  Box  20710,  Indianapo- 
lis, IN  46250 

Transgender  Outreach  of  N.  Indi- 
ana, PO  Box  2372,  Portage,  IN 
46368 

Kansas 

KCCAF  (Kansas  City  Cross- 
dressers & Friends) , PO  Box 
4092,  Overland  Park,  KS  66204 

Kentucky 

Lexington  Dress  & Gender 
Alliance  , PO  Box  1 1 471 , Lexing- 
ton, KY  40575 

Louisiana 

Gulf  Gender  Alliance  , PO  Box 
56836,  New  Orleans,  LA  701 56- 
6836 

Massachusetts 

The  Sunshine  Club  , PO  Box  564, 
Hadley,  MA  01 035-0564 

South  Shore  TransGender  Net- 
work , PO  Box  381 , Avon,  MA 
02322 

Tiffany  Club  of  New  England,  PO 
Box  71 , Waltham,  MA  02454- 
0071 

International  Foundation  for  Gen- 
der Education  , PO  Box  540229, 
Waltham,  MA  02454-0229 

Innvestments  , PO  Box  354,  Sag- 
amore, MA  02561-0354 

Maryland 

Chi  Epsilon  Sigma  , PO  Box  505, 
Brooklandville,  MD  21022-0505 


Transgender  Support  Group  of 
Baltimore  , 241  W.  Chase  St., 
Baltimore,  MD  21201 

Maine 

Transsupport , PO  Box  1 7622, 
Portland,  ME  041 01 

Transcare  2000 , 75  Adams  St. 

2B,  Gardiner,  ME  04345 

Maine  Gender  Resource  & Sup- 
port , PO  Box  1894,  Bangor,  ME 
04402-1894 

Michigan 

Crossroads  , PO  Box  1245,  Royal 
Oak,  Ml  48068-1245 

After  Six  , PO  Box  1 26,  Comstock 
Park,  Ml  49321 

Lambda  Mu,  PO  Box  246, 

Moline,  Ml  49335-0246 

IME  of  Western  Michigan  , PO 
Box  1153,  Grand  Rapids,  Ml 
49501 

Friends  North,  PO  Box  562,  Tra- 
verse City,  Ml  49685-0562 

Minnesota 

Tau  Epsilon  Mu  , PO  Box  401  26, 
St.  paul,  MN  55104 

Gender  Education  Center , PO 
Box  1 861 , Maple  Grove,  MN 
55311 

Beta  Gamma,  PO  Box  8591, 
Minneapolis,  MN  55408 

City  of  Lakes  Crossgender  Com- 
munity , PO  Box  14844,  Min- 
neapolis, MN  5541 4 

Missouri 

St.  Louis  Gender  Foundation  , PO 
Box  9433,  St.  Louis,  MO  631 1 7 

TransSisters  , 4004  Troost  Ave., 
Kansas  City,  MO  641 1 0 

Mississippi 

Southern  Belle  Society  , PO  Box 
3112,  Gulfport,  MS  39505 

Montana 

Western  Montana  GLBT  Commu- 
nity Center , 61  5 Oak  ST,  Mis- 
soula, MT  59801 

North  Carolina 

Triad  Gender  Association  , PO 
Box  2264,  Jamestown,  NC 
27282-2264 

Carolina  Transensual  Alliance 
(CTA)  ,112  Edwardia,  Greens- 
boro, NC  27409 

Sigma  Rho  Delta  Tri-Ess  , PO  Box 
90141,  Raleigh,  NC  27675-0141 

Kappa  Beta,  PO  Box  12101, 
Charlotte,  NC  28220-2101 

Phoenix  TG  Support , PO  Box 


18332,  Asheville,  NC  28814 

Nebraska 

River  City  Gender  Alliance  , PO 
Box  8076,  Omaha,  NE  68108 

New  Hampshire 

Tri-Ess  New  England  , PO  Box 
7681,  Nashau,  NH  03060-7681 

New  lersey 

Chi  Delta  Mu,  PO  Box  1,  River 
Edge,  NJ  07661-0001 

New  Jersey  Support , PO  Box 
9378,  Trenton,  NJ  08650 

Sigma  Nu  Rho,  PO  Box  9255, 
Trenton,  NJ  08650 

Epsilon  Mu  Gamma  , PO  Box  4, 
Three  Bridges,  NJ  08887 

Nevada 

Transgender  Support  and  Advoca- 
cy, 2075  E Flamingo,  Las  Vegas, 
NV  89104 

New  York 

Gender  Identity  Project  at  the 
Lesbian  & Gay  Community  Ser- 
vices Center , 208  West  1 3th 
Street,  New  York,  NY  10011 

CrossDressers  International  , 404 
W 40th  St  #2,  New  York,  NY 
10018 

Shades  of  Lavender , 502  Bergen 
St,  Brooklyn,  NY  11217 

Long  Island  Trans  Experience  , 

PO  Box  97,  Setauket,  NY  1 1 733 

TGIC  , Box  14-B  Harmony  Mills, 
Cohoes,  NY  12047 

CNY  TransMenace  , 405  Howard 
St  #1 , Syracuse,  NY  1 3203 

Expressing  Our  Nature  c/o  Pride 
Community  Center , PO  Box 
6608  745  N Salina  St.,  Syracuse, 
NY  13217-6608 

Buffalo  Belles  , PO  Box  1 701 , 
Amherst,  NY  1 4226 

Rochester  Transgender  C/O  Gay 
Alliance  of  the  Genesee  Valley, 

1 79  Atlantic  Avenue,  Rochester, 
NY  14607 

Ohio 

Crystal  Club  , PO  Box  287, 
Reynoldsburg,  OH  43068-0287 

Paradise  Club  , PO  Box  29564, 
Cleveland,  OH  44129 

Crossport , PO  Box  1 692,  Cincin- 
nati, OH  45201 

Oregon 

Northwest  Gender  Alliance  , PO 
Box  4928,  Portland,  OR  97208 

Rho  Gamma  , PO  Box  5551 , 
Grants  Pass,  OR  97527 


Pennsylvania 

TSG  (Transsexual  Support  Group) 
6020  Penn  Circle  South,  Pitts- 
burgh, PA  1 5206 

Transpitt , PO  Box  3214,  Pitts- 
burgh, PA  1 5230 

Erie  Sisters  , 1 903  West  8th  St 
#261,  Erie,  PA  1 6505 

Renaissance  LSV,  PO  Box  2122, 
Harrisburg,  PA  1 71  05-21 22 

Renaissance  - Lehigh  Valley  , PO 
Box  1 57,  Trexlertown,  PA  1 8087- 
0157 

Renaissance  GPC,  987  Old  Eagle 
School  Road,  Ste  719,  Wayne,  PA 
19087 

Tennessee 

Tennessee  Vais  , PO  Box  92335, 
Nashville,  TN  37209 

Swans  , PO  Box  1 2701 , 

Knoxville,  TN  37912-2701 

Mirror  Image  , PO  Box  11052, 
Memphis,  TN  38111-1 052 

Texas 

Central  Texas  Transgender  Society 
, 2900  West  Anderson  Lane  Suite 
127,  Austin,  TX  78757 

Metroplex  CD  Club  , PO  Box 
141924,  Irving,  TX  75014-1924 

Nu  Epsilon  Tau  , PO  Box  14096, 
Pantego,  TX  76094 

Spouses  & Partners  International 
Conference  for  Education  (SPICE) 

, c/o  8880  Bellaire  B2  #104, 
Houston,  TX  77036 

Tau  Chi,  8800  Bellaire  B2,  Ste 
104,  Houston,  TX  77036 

Gulf  Coast  Transgender  Commu- 
nity , PO  Box  66643,  Houston, 

TX  77266 

Epsilon  Tau,  PO  Box  945,  New 
Waverly,  TX  77358 

Alpha  Tau  , PO  Box  1 398, 
Georgetown,  TX  78627 

Washington 

Transgender  Education  Associa- 
tion , PO  Box  16036,  Arlington, 
VA  2221 5 

Emerald  City  , PO  Box  31318, 
Seattle,  WA98103 

Ingersoll  Gender  Center , 1812 
E.  Madison,  Ste  106,  Seattle,  WA 
98122-2843 

Bellingham  Gender  Group  , PO 
Box  2004,  Bellingham,  WA 
98227 

Washington  Gender  Alliance  , 

PO  Box  2261,  Bellingham,  WA 
98227 


Wisconson 

Gemini  Gender  Group  , P.O.Box 
44211,  Milwaukee,  Wl  53214 

Wisconsin  TG  Support  Group  , 
4230  E.  Towne  Blvd.  #1  93,  Madi- 
son, Wl  53704 

CANADA 

Alberta 

Illusions  Social  Club,  PO  Box 
2000,  Calgary  T2C-1  B4,  403- 
486-9661, 

Phi  Sigma,  Tri-Ess,  Box  81115, 

755  Lake  Bonavista  Dr.  S.E.  T2C- 
1B4 

British  Columbia 

Kootenays  Support  Group,  Box 
270,  Rossland,  V0G  1Y0,  250- 
362-5701, 

Cornbury  Society,  PO  Box  3745, 
Vancouver,  V6B-3Z1,  N/A, 

Zenith  Foundation,  Box  46,  8415 
Granville  St.,  Vancouver,  V6P 
4Z9 

Transcend  Transgender  Support  & 
Education  Society,  PO  Box  8673, 
Victoria,  V8X  3S2,  (250)  413- 
3220 

Manitoba 

Masquerade,  c/o  832  Corydon 
Ave.,  Winnipeg,  R3M  0Y2 

Ontario 

Ottawa  TS  Discussion  Group,  PO 
Box  42067,  RPO  St  Laurent, 

Ottawa  K1 K 4L8 

Gender  Metaphor,  PO  Box 
27097,  Ottawa,  K1J9L9 

Chrysalis,  349A  George  St.  N, 
Suite  206,  Peterborough,  K9H 
3P9 

Xpressions,  PO  Box  223,  Station 
A,  Toronto,  M5W  1 B2,  41  6-41 0- 
6949,  www.Xpressions.org 

S.O.S.  Club,  519  Church  St, 
Toronto,  M4Y  2C9,  (41  6)-392- 
6874, 

webhome.idirect.com/~players 

Gender  Mosaic,  PO  Box  7421 , 
Vanier,  K1  L-8E4,  (81 9)  770- 
1945,  www.geocities.com/West- 
Hol  I y wood/96  30/ 

Quebec 

Action  Sante:  Travesti(e)s  et  Trans- 
sexuel(le)s  du  Quebec,  1 626  Rue 
St-Hubert,  Montreal,  (514)  847- 
0067, 

Club  MET,  4113  Dorion  St.,  Mon- 
treal, H2K-3B8 


The  Beach  Costume 
Party.  We  decided 
the  theme  for  next 
year's  party  will  be 
anime  characters  and  we  "warned"  everyone  this 
year  so  they'll  have  time  to  research  the  subject.  But, 

I was  quite  surprised  when  Rita  Knight  called  me  and 
told  me  about  the  Crossplay  website  (www.cross- 
play.net). 

I checked  it  out,  lurked  about  a bit  and  then  intro- 
duced myself  to  Jase  (Jason),  the  webmaster  and 
site  administrator.  I'll  be  doing  some  tutorials  for  the 
boys  who  wanna  look  like  girls  and  we'll  have  a 
more  in-depth  interview  and  a Profile  on  Jase  in  a 
future  Lady  Like. 

I've  commented  before  that  the  20-something's  of 
today's  generation  don't  seem  to  have  the  gender 
hang-ups  our  generation  did.  I was  surprised,  howev- 
er, to  see  the  "Life  Support"  area  in  the  Crossplay 
Forums  was  the  most  active.  This  is  where  the  cross- 
players talk  with  each  other  about  their  personal 
issues  related  to  crossplaying  and/or  crossdressing. 
While  the  crossplayers  may  have  a somewhat  easier 
time  explaining  their  activity  (It's  just  a costume, 
Mom!);  it's  not  all  sugar  and  spice.  They're  having  the 
same  issues  with  parents,  siblings  and  friends  we  did, 
except  they're  much  more  open  about  it  than  we  ever 
were.  And,  another  interesting  point,  the  girls  are  just 
as  active  as  the  boys  but  get  less  hassle  about  it. 

Some  things  never  change.  The  girls  always  have 
more  fun! 

Stay  frosty! 

— JoAnn 


Comic  books?  Cartoons?  No  way!  It's  Manga  and 
Anime  and  they're  a whole  'nuther  beast  altogether. 
The  Japanese  have  a unique  way  of  story  telling  and  it 
can  be  confusing,  but  if  you  hang  in,  you'll  get  the  jist 
of  the  story.  The  Japanese  also  have  a completely  dif- 
ferent take  on  sexuality  and  gender  in  their  culture,  so 
you'll  see  a lot  of  overt  sexuality  and  gender-swap- 
ping  in  their  anime  and  manga. 

The  images  on  this  page  are  two  of  my 
favorite  anime  characters.  That's  Major 
Motoko  Kusangi  on  the  left.  She's  from 
the  movie  and  series,  Ghost  In  The 
Shell , and  she's  one  hot  cyborg.  You 
can  find  the  original  Ghost  In  The  Shell 
in  the  local  video  rental  store  and  it's  often 
shown  on  cable.  There's  also  a new 
Ghost  In  The  Shell  movie  released  this 
year  and  a television  series,  Stand 
Alone  Complex , being  shown  on  Adult 
Swim  on  the  Cartoon  Network. 

The  hot  babe  down  in  the  right 
corner  is  Faye  Valentine,  a bounty 
hunter  in  the  future  from  the  anime 
Cowboy  Bebop,  also  seen  on  Adult 
Swim  from  time  to  time  and  cable. 
Other  favorite  anime  series  of 
mine  are  Shaman ic  Princess,  Yohko  - Demon  Hunter, 
and  The  Legend  of  Himiko. 

What  these  anime  all  have  in  common  are  hot 
babes  as  main  characters  and  they  just  drip  with  sexu- 
al tension.  I wanna  look  like  every  one  of  them! 
(Yeah,  I wish!) 

There  are  also  anime  with  cross-gender  themes 
such  as  Kiss  Me,  Kill  You  which  is  about  a pair  of 
male-female  cousins  who  swap  roles  in  high  school. 
And,  there's  Ranma-l/2 , which  I wrote  about  in  the 
early  90's  in  Renaissance  News  & Views.  Ranma  is  a 
young  boy  who  falls  into  an  enchanted  well  and  after 
that  every  time  he  gets  wet  he  turns  into  a really  hot 
chick.  (FHey,  where's  that  well?!?).  There's  more  but  I 
can't  remember  all  the  names. 

Anyway,  my  interest  in  anime  led  me  onto  the  net 
looking  for  costume  ideas  for  the  CDS  Beauty  And 
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GL2000N  Silicone  Breastform. 

Produced  by  the  leading,  most  reputable 
laboratory  in  Germany,  utilizing  a special- 
ized medical  silicone  formula  that  produces 
a high  degree  of  flexibility  and  weight. 

Sizes:  Order  by  bra  size.  (i.e.  38D) 

Price:  $189.95 


GB1  Finally  Feminine  Hips  And  Fanny  Shaper  Panty 

This  is  our  best  padded  panty!  It  creates  a smooth,  natural  looking  female  hips 
and  butt.  Easy  on  and  off.  We  feel  that  this  is  one  of  the  best  padded  panties  on 
the  market.  Reinforced  crotch  area  also  serves  as  an  excellent  gaff! 


Colors:  Black,  Beige 

Price:  $44.95 


Sizes:  (by  waist)  28-30,  32-34,  36-38,  40-42,  44+ 


^NIPl 

Super  Realistic 
Prominent  Nipples. 

Available  with  large  areo- 
las  (2”)  or  small  (1  5/8”) 

Price:  $19.95 


Thong  Style  SlingShot  Gaff. 

Our  gaff  is  made  of  a strong  nylon  and 
lycra  blend  to  provide  that  all  important 
flat  look. 

Colors:  Black,  White,  Red,  Beige 

Sizes:  S:  28-30,  M:  32-34,  L:  36-28,  XL:  38-42 

Price:  $24.95  2 for  $40 


2700  Jiggle  Bra. 

See-through  bra 
with  pockets  for 
silicone  breastforms. 


Colors:  Black,  White,  Nude 

Price:  $26.95  2 for  $45.00 

GER005  Steel  Boned  Corset 

This  corset  has  the  pulling  power  of  the 
more  expensive  corsets.  Steel  boned  with 
a 65-35  polyester/cotton  blend  material.  12 
inches  high  and  works  great  with  women 
and  men. Comes  with  loops  for  6 garters. 
Sizes:  24-40  (order  4"smaller  than  your  waist) 
Colors:  Black  • Price:  $99.95 
GER6  Imported  German  Garter  Set  $9.95 


CPI  32 
Pink  Beard 
Neutralizer 

Price:  $6.95 


) 


m m 


TATI 

Beard  Cover 

Colors:  1 -Light, 
2-Medium,  3-Tan, 
4-Dark 

Price:  $8.98 


'momt 


B-19 

Blue  Beard 
Neutralizer 

Price:  $6.95 


NEW  AND  IMPROVED! 

ADI  Hollister  Medical 
Adhesive  Price:  $27.95 

ADR  Hollister  Adhesive 
Remover  Price:  $4.95 


www.glamourboutique.com 


Use  this  order  form  to  mail  or  FAX  us  your  order!  Glamour  Boutique,  850  Southbridge  St,  Auburn  MA  01501  • FAX:  508-347-2427 


Shipping  Information 


Payment  Information 


Name. 
Street. 
City 


"wST  ^ 

Card  Number 


Money  Order  □ • VisaD  • Master  Card  Discover  AMEX  □ 
Exp  


. State 


Zip 


Billing  Address 
City 


State 


Zip 


Best  way  for  us  to  contact  you:  E-Mail  Address 


Phone 


Item  No. 

Description 

Color 

Size 

Qty. 

Price  | 

| 

1 | 

| 

mm 

| 

■■n 

| 

Subtotal: 


Shipping:  (U.S.-  $5.95  • Canada  -$9.95) 

Total: 

850  Southbridge  St.  • Auburn,  MA  01501  • 508-721-7800  • toll  free  888-721-8688  • e-mail  jwarrener@aol.com 
714  E.  Sahara  Ave.  #250  • Las  Vegas,  NV  89104  • 702-697-1800  • 866-692-1800  • fax  702-697-1700  • e-mail  glamourboutique2@aol.com 


TRANSGENDER  CONVENTION 


THE  NEW 


June  7th  to  June  12th > 2005 

Sheraton  Chicago  Northwest, 

Arlington  Heights,  IL 

. 

Early  Registration  Discounts 
Convention  Package  Pricing 
Educational  and  Fun  Seminars 
^^^ide  Selection  of  Vendors 

( Scholarship.!  Available ) 

VISIT  OUR  WEBSITE  FOR  MORE 
INFORMATION  AND  ONLINE  REGISTRATION 

WWW.BE-ALL.ORG 
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